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munieipal system is inadeguate and behind
the times and might admit of a minority can-
ditlate being elected. Clause 7, relating to
the subdivision of property, is in the same
gpirit if not the same words as a clause in
the Road Distriets Bill. The clause stipu-
lating that an clector should not forfeit his
votc merely because the rates on the pro-
perty are unpaid is also in confornity with
a clause in the Road Distriets Bill. Although
I admit there is room for a difference of
opirion, I am prepared to agree to this
clause bhecause good arguments can be ad-
vanced on both sides. A tenant who pays
his rent, and is not supposed to pay the
rates, should not be disfranchised and de-
prived of his rights as an elector, besause
the landlord has neglected to pay the rates.
8till, there ie mueh to be said in favour of
the existing law. & clause which should re-
ceive earnest consideration is Clause 5. [
am inclined to think there is abunpdant rea-
son for increasing the rating powers of
muni¢ipalities, but it is open to grave ques-
tion whether it would be wise v make =0
large an increase as is contemplated by this
meagure, At present the mumclpﬂhtles have
the right to rate up to 1s. 6d., but this Bill
proposes to inecrease their powers to 2s. 64,
That is a very large increuse indeed and it
is worthy of consideration whether we should
not take a middle course und inerease their
rating power to, say, 2s. I intend to sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, because
of the many necessary and excellent pro-
vigions it contaius.

On motion by Hen. A. Lovekin debhate ad-
journed.

House adjourned af 11.86 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.}0

p-m.,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION CGOURT
AGENT.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier: I,
What public departments have retained Mr,
Aleock during the past two years as agent
or advocate before the Arbitration Court?
2, What amount has been paid te Mr, Alcock
during that period?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Railway De-
partment, Public Works, Metropolitan Water
BSupply, State Saw Mills, 2, £1,766 5a. 8d.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You ought to resign as
Premier and take on that job.

MINI{STERIAL STATEMENT, STATE
SAWMILLS.

The PREMIER {Hon. .J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.38]: With the permission of the
Touse, I should like to make a statement re-
garding the State Sawmills. On Friday last
I promised hon. members that they would be
given an opportunity to diseuss the question
ot the sale of the State Sawmills before the
gession closed. I now have to inform the
House of the pesition of affaivs, A Bill
to authorisc the sale of the State Sawmills
will not be brought down this session because
the terms of the contraet have not been var-
ried out. The parties negotiating for the
purchase of the State Sawmnills had until the
30th November to put uwp £15,000 sterling.
That was not put up to the satisfaction of
the Government and, for this reason, the Bill
will not be intreduced.

Hon. T. Walker: It is off then?
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The PREMIER: Yes. I mention this
becanse I promised that members should
have an opportunity to disenss the whole
matter hefore the session closed.

BILL—ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’ SET-
TLEMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Commmittee adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—AJANA-GERALDINE
RATLWAY.

Seconid Reading,

Debale resumed from 28th November.

Mr, MALEY (Greenough) [4.40]: After
the repeated advoency of the claims of this
portion of the State, members should be
more or less aware of the actualitics and
potentialities of the Geraldine mining arenm.
I do not wish to repeat on the second read-
ing of this Bill many of the facts which I
have previously advaneed and which, I hope,
have wot proved wearisome fo members. 1
should like to remind the Hewse, however,
that already a motion has been passed to per-
mit the extension of the railway from Ajana
to Geralding as a Govermment undertaking.
The position to-day is that the proprietors
of one mine in the Geraldine area, having
made contracts to ship eertain quantities of
ore, have thought it desirable in their own
business interests to obtain the permission
of Parliament to construct a light railway
or tramway from the preseat head of the
line to their mine at Geraldine. T am sorry
in a measure that the Government have not
seen fit to «do something more than is ont-
Jined in this Bill. There is an old saying

that the L.ord helps those who help them-

selves. Putting the Gevernment in the place
of the Lord, the Government have given
very little assistinee to the promotion of
this industry. According to the Bill, the
Government. have nndertaken to make the
survey of the route amd the uccessary re-
sumptions at the expense of the owners of
the Surprise mine. Irovision is made in the
Bill that when this light railway has been
constructed, the owners shall be bound to
earry not only goods trafie for the other
mines in the Geraldine aren, but also pas-
sengers. T hope that in Committee we shall
climinate the provision compelling the com-
pany to earry passengers.  The line pro-
posed to be construeted is only a light
tramway. The owners intend to build it to
ohviate the execssive cost of eartage by road
of 20,00} tons of ore within the mext 12
maonths. 1t that amount of haulage were
done on the roads, T think the Goverument
wonld have to materially help the leeal
authority to maintain the roads in  good
order. If we confer on other mine owners
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the privilege of having their stuff trans-
ported over this light set of rails with low
hnulage power, the owners-of the Surprise
mine will have their work cut out teo get
their own stuff to the rail head at Ajana.
The ¢wuers of the miue are propared to help
themselves, and are also prepared to agree
alinost in toto with the provisions of the
Bill. To me it seems rvather strange that
the department should cndeavour to cast a
further obligation upon the mine owners in
regard to passenger traffic on the line. They
are agreeable to carry traffic an far as pos-
sible,

Hom, AW. €. Angwin: [ should have
thought that your district bad had quite
enough of private lines.

Mr, MALEY: No. In our Jdistriet we have
been rendered better help and bettor service
by private railways than by the Government
ruilways., One ean do business with a pri-
vate company much more expeditionsly
than with the Government. Really this pro-
posed railway cannot be termed a private
railway, being merely a privite means of
getting ore to market, and thus reviving an,
industry which has become almost lost to
this State.  The Northampton-Ajana line
aml the Geraldton-Upper Chapman line have

deen almost a dead loss to the State since

the lead traffie closed down. Ag the passing
of this Bill will create a great deal of
traffic for the Government railways, I com-
ntend the measure to the Hounse.

Mr. WILLCOCK ({Geraldton) [4.50]: 1
intend to support the second reading of the
Bill. Although firmly wedded to State con-
trol of railways, I think this measerc safe-
guards the public intcrests in almost every
particular, The liug will he under private
vontrol, but the Government will have econ-
trol ever the rates, and the owners have to
eonstruct the railway in 8 certain direction.
1 would, however, like some assurance that
the railway is to he of the same standard
gauge na our Government railways. Without
this, the option of purchase by the State is
practically useless. The Minister for Wprks,
when introdueing the Bill, was not clear on
the point.

Mr. Maley: The gauge is to be 2ft, om.

Mr, WILLCOCK: In those circumstancoes,
this proposed line would be practically of no
use to the State.

Mr. Maley: Tt is not being built as a
State rvailway, but as a private means of
communication.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Believing that the line
wonld be of the Government standard gange,
T was prepared to support the Bill whole-
heartedly. However, T shall not withdraw
my support becausc of what T have jearned.
Tt wenld be advisable for the Government
to supply the rails for this line, if possible,
in order that it might be built to the stand-
ard gauge. T undersiand, however, that the
hands of the Government are tied by the
regsolution of the House regarding priority
of consiruction for the Esperance railway,
and that, moreover, the Government are
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short of rails, which are more urgently re-
quired elsewhere. Undoubtedly this railway
will bo of great bencit to the people en-
gaged in the mining industry in the North-
ern area, and its construction will give em-
ployment to 300 or 600 men. As has been
suggested, a townsite should be dectared ab
the end of the railwuy, and the Government
should obtain revenve in that respect. ''ne
construetion of the line will lead to the cur-
riage of 20,000 tons of ore vver a Govern-
ment railway which hitherto has not paid.
Morcover, the vwners of the railway, instead
of paying £1 per ton cartage, will incur a
eost of only about 2s. 6d, per ton railway
haulage.  This will mean a saving to them,
on 20,000 tons, of about £17,500, The line
will assist production, and ds ne ham to
anyhody, and therefore the measure has my
support, The production at the terminus
of the line will, within the next two years,
cxeeed a million pounds, That will be a
great advantage to the State, and un-
doubtedly the bLuilding of the line will give
a great stimulog to the Northern lead-mining
industry. For these rveasong T am heartily
in aceord with the Bill,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon.
W. T, George — Murray-Wellington — in
reply) [3.55]):
(Mr. Maley) made refercnce to the fact
that the smrvey of this line is to he at the
cxpense of the lessees. Tt is ouly fair that
those who are going to profit by the rail-
way shonld bear that expenditure.

Mr. Maley: The State will alse derive
benelit from the construction of the line.

The MINISTFR FOR WORKS: The
reagon wliy T insisted that the survey shionld
be made by the Public Works Departiment,
although nat the expense of the promoters,
is that if lead mining increases to the ex-
tent the hon, member and the member for
Geraldten (Mr. Willeoek) helieve 15 wul,
thea n standard line of railway will have
to be built there as soon a8 circnmstances
permit, With regard to passenger and goods
traflic, the elanse ingerted in the Bill is the
usual ome.  Personally T do not believe there
is wueh likelitood of the line being largely
used for passenger traffic. Still, no harm
can result from the inelusion of that provi-
sion in the measnre. Tf passengers should
come along and these people carry them, it
is well that the State should lay dewn regu-
lations for the sale carringe of such passen-
gers, I havc recently been ‘nterviewed by a
Mr. Trude, who is very anxious on this point.
He scems to think that the iine will become
a monopoly for one partieular min:, and that
other mines will not be able to use it. T
pointed out to him the provision that goods
must be carried under conditions approved
by the Government. So far as T am able to
judge, the public are safeguarded in that
respect. The member for Geraldton sug-
gosted that the Govermment should supply
the rails for this line; but that is impos-
sible; we have not the rails. A letter from

The member for Greenouwgh
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the gentleman promoting this Bill states that
he has parchased the rails and rolling stock,
and that should be sufficient. A 2ft. Gin.
lino ean carry goods and zll kinds of
material very cheaply and at 1 reasonable
rate of speod, and ean also be made very
useful in othcr respects. The objection to
the narrower gauge, of course, is that when
the trueks with the ore reach the junetion
with the. Government railway, the ore wil)
lave to he transhipped.  Thad, unfortn-
uately, eannot be helped.  However, the
present cost of eartage is 18s. per ton, and
the proposed railway will cerfainly cut down
the cost of transpoert to about 5s, per ton,

Question put and passed.

Bill rvead a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clange 3—TLands may be reserved:

Hon. P. COLLTER: This clause deals
with compensation to owners or lessees of
land which way be acquired fo- the purpose
of -conatrueting the railway. Who is geing
to determine the nmount of compensation
payable,

The Ainister for Works: That is snb-
ject fo the provisions of the Publie Works
Act. ’

Hon, P. COLLIER: And will the amount
of compensation be determined under the
Public Works Aet?

The Minister for Works: Tt will be deter-
mined in the way all others are determined.

Mr, Pickering: Under the Act the Crown
has the right to take the necessary land¢

The Minister for Works: Tnder the Land
Aect the Grown has the right to take tue
Jand, the assessment being considered later.

Cianse put and passed.

Clanse 4—TLand reserved or acquired may
he demised:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Subelause {2) gives
to the Enginecr-in-Chief the sole power to
determine whnt price shall be paid for the
railway if ever the Government decide to
buy it. T thiak the price should be left
with the Governor-in-Couneil, on the recom-
nendation of the Fngincer-in-Chief.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: T do not like the
provision. The Government will never pur-
chase a 2ft. Gin. tramling, because it would
he uscless when attached to the Government
system. There must be some nnderstanding
behind this provision,

The Minister for Works: No, there is not.

Hon. W\ C. ANGWIN: Such a tramline
would be of uo use whatever to the Govern-
ment for railway purposes, Why, then,
should we provide for itas purchase? Even
the rails would he of no use to the Govern-
ment, T move an amendment—

That Subclause (2) be struck out.

The MINISTEHR PFOR WORKS: Person-
ally, I do not ecare very much about Sub-
elanse (2). There is ne idea in the mind
of the Government to purchase the line. Tt
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was merely thought advisable to make pro-
vigion for it in case it should seem ad-
visable later, Mombers may reject the sub-
clause if they think fit.

Amendment put- and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 5—SBurvey" construction,
anco and use of railway:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Subclavse (2) pro-
vides that the owners of the line shall keep
the railway in good order. We ought to
provide that the rolling stoek also shall be
kept in good order, so that the passengers
may he carried in safety.

Mr. Maley: It is not fair to ask the com-
pany to carry passengers.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Obh, yes, it is. If the
company has the right to build the railway,
provision must be made for the carrying of
passengers.

Mr. Maley:
lines?

Hon, P. COLLIER: | think so. The
Governor-in-Council has power by regulation
to compel the company tb carry passengers.

The Honorary Minister: But they get
out of it by ecarrying pussengers free of
charge, and so at the passengers’ risk.

Hon. P. COLLTER: It a railway is con-
strueted to any part of the State not al-
ready wserved by such facilities, provision
‘must be made for earrying goods and pas-
sengers, and, th-erefore, we must see that the
rolling stoek is kept in safe repair. Tf it is
necessary to prowde t'hat the raiiway itself
must be kept in repair, it follows that we
should also provide for the rolling stock be-
ing kept in repair. I move an amendment—

That after “‘rajlway’’ in line 4 of Bub-
elause (2) the words ‘‘and rolling stm-k
bo inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

* Hon. P. COLLTER: We have now pro-
vided that the railway and rolling stock
shall be kept in good and substantial re-
pair. Who is to determine ‘*good and sub-
stantial repair’’? I move an amendment—

That the following be added at the end
of the clause: ‘“tp the satisfaction of
the Commissioner of Bailways.’’
It will then be for the Working Railways to
deal with, and their inspectors will inspect
the road.

Amendment put and passed:
amended agreed to.

mainten-

Does that apply to the wood-

the clanse as

Clause fG—Carrying goods and passen-
gers:
Mr, MALEY: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 the words “and passen-
gers’’ be struck out.

The eompany will be prepared to allow pas-
sengers to ride on the truecks free of eost,
but shounld not be called upon to make s~ecial
provision for the carrying of passengers.
Provision will have to be made, if passenger
traffic haa to be provided, for special rolling
stock.
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Hon. P.
required.

Mr. MALEY: An obligation will he cast
upon the company which is already prepared
te allow anyone to travel on their lines, but
they do not wish to be bound down by regu-
lation so that they will have to make special
provision for passengers,

Hon. P, Collier: If there is no obligation
they can say they will not carry them.

Mr. MALEY: They will also be harsssed
in having to run to & time table,

Hon. P, Collier: On the waodlines they
run their trains without a time table.

The Honorary Minister: If they do not
charge they need not run to a time table.

Mr. MALEY: It appears to me to be
imposing a further lardship upon these
people by inserting that they shall provide
for passengers.

Hon. . Collier: It will all be subject to
conditions imposed Dby the Government,
which are sure to be reasonable.

Mr, MALEY: This is the only portion of
the Bill to which the owners of the Surprise
Mine have any objection, I do not think it
is rensonzble to bind them down in this way.

Hon, I, Collier: They arc getting some
consideration in having permission to run
the line at all,

Mr, MALEY :
ho agreed to.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.

Clause 7T—agrecd fo.

Schednle, title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amenilment and the
report adopted.

Collier: One little coach will be

I hepe the amendment will

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received the re-
port of the Auditor General for the
vear ended 30th June, 1919, under the
Andit Aet, 1904, and order that it shall lie
upon the Table.

MOTTON—~PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCE, TO TNCRRASE,

Debate resumad from 27th November om
motion by Mr. Wilson—

That in the opinion of this House the
Pavliamentary allowance made to members
is inadequate, and showld be immediately
increased.

Mon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.40]: T do not think mueh ean
be added te what the member for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) has said in moving this mo-
tion. He put his remarks very clearly though
it was in the early hours of the morning, and
it is to be regretted that they were not pub-
lished in the public Press so that the clectors
of the Btate might have had an opportunity
of perusing them. There is no doubt that
the amount of allowance paid to members at



1890

present is inadequate. We cannot get be-
yond that question when we realise that a
large number of members of the House have
to give practically the whole of their time
to thcir Parliamentary duties. Some hon,
members who represent ecountry interests,
T know from personzl experience during the
fast 12 months, have done scarcely anything
with their farms because they have had to
attend to their public duties.

Mr. Davies: And yet they are pledged
not to vote for an inerease in the allowance.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some of these
hon, members have had te employ labour in
order to carry out their duties on the farm
whilst they have been looking after the work
of the electors. These members must be con-
piderably out of pocket in consequence.
Although T represent a mstropolitan constit-
ucney, I realise the difficulties we have to
contend with at the present time in the mat-
ter of the allowances which are made to ua.
For my part, if I bad not some other work
te do as well, it would be almost impossible
for me to eenduct my house and keep myself
and family respectably on the allowance
which is paid to me. Many people run away
with the idea that a member of Parliament
receives £6 a week. I would point ount that
£6 2 week amounts to £312 per annum,
whereas our allowance is £300 per amnum
less taxation, which works out at about £5
153. 414d. per week. Taxation wounld ac-
count for a deduction of 2s, or 3s. from that
amount. I guarantee that every member who
comes here cannot attend this House during
the period of the session without paying out
at least 253. a week for his expenses. I am
apeaking now only of metropolitan members.
You, Sir, must be aware also that if a union
sends a man to represent it inte the city of
Perth, an allowance of at least 10s. or 12s.
a day is given for expenses. It is usual to pay
such a union representative altogether 22s. 6d.
a day while he is in Perth, Members of Par-
liament, however, who are representing their
congtitnencics in Perth, only receive about
£5 158. a week, and out of this have to pay
all their expenses. It i3 true, as the Press
have pointed out, that we receive free rail-
way passes. A Parliamentary pass on the
railways ig, however, useless to me except in
the performance of my public duties. I do
not use it for anything else. I have no oc-
caston to come to Perth on business of any
description for myself more often than once
in about every three months. Everything T
do so far as business is concerned is done at
Fremantle. Consequently, the pass which is
issued, in my case is used entirely for
Parlinmentary business. I feel certain that
the atlowance we are getting to-day is not
worth so much as it was prior te the last
inecrease. I have often wondered how men
who have to keep up their homes in the
country and also 8 home in Perth and earry
out their Parliamentary duties properly,
manage to do this all on their allowanee. I
cannot see how it is possible for them to
live as they shounld live, and as I am conf-
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dent their electors would desire they shounid
live,

The Premier: The members from the
metropolitan area do not have the same’
electioneering expenses.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: In my ease it gen-
eraily costs me from £60 to £70.

Mr. Wilson: Tt costs ecountry members
more.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: The general im-
pression is that Labour members have their
elcetioneering expenses paid for them out
of some union fund. I have not been for-
tunate enough to have thiz done for me; I
have always harld to pay my own expenses.
Some people think that a fund has been
cstablished amongst the Labour party es:
pecially for expenses incurred in political
campaigng, Every member of a umjon has
to contribute tho sum of 2s. 6d. a year, and
out of this the expenses of the secretary
have to come aa well as the amount of his
salary. The statement, therefore, that Labour
members have their electioneering expenses
paid for them is entirely wrong. 1 say, con-
seientiously believing it, that the electors, ex-
cept possibly one or two of the civil servants
—and T see that the sceretary of the eivil
gervice is raising some objeetion—would be
anxious that their representatives in Parlia-
ment should be paid an adequate allowance
so that they might represent their electors
in the manner in which they should be re-
presented. There is no doubt that the elee-
tors would have no objection to this, They
know that this has been advoecated by the
Lazbour party for years, namely that mem-
bers should be paid a proper salary. I have
said on the hustings on every occasion since
this has been pointed out, and every member
of thig gide of the HMowsc has acted in the
same way, that members should ke paid an
adequate nllowance, T am of opinion that
the electors of Western Australia are not
guch that they would not agree to pay their
representatives in Parliament such a salary
as would nliow them to live decently. T
hope the motion will be carvied.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.28]: I take it
that cach member of the Country party wiil
uge his ewn judgment in this matter, Whan
I went upon the hustings I did so on a
particular platform, one of the planks of
which was that, before the Parliamentary
allowance was either decreased or in-
creased, the matter should be Adecided only by
a referendum of the people. I appealed to
the clectors in 1917 and on that particular
platforin was returned to Parliament. T con-
gider therefore that T am in duty bound to
abide by the decision of the electors on that
oceasion.  As regards the question of the
increase itself, T am quite willing at the next
eleetion to advocate that there should be an
increase in the Parliamentary allowance,
heeause I feel with every member of this
House that the salary we are now in receipt
of is not adequate for our absolute require-
ments, and to cnable us to earry on the bus-
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iness of State. If it is the wish of the elee-
tors to pay a higher allowanee to those mem-
bers who represent them, and if they think
that such inerease in justifinble, then the de-
cision in this matter will rest with them. T
take it that they are supreme on this point,
and 1 am of opinion that the decision shonld
be left with them,

Mr, O'Loghlen: You ecannot go to them
now.

“Mr. HARRISON: We shall be able to go
to our clectors on this point next year, or
when this Parlizment is finished. If the
matter were submitted to the people by way
of u referendum we could go to them he-
fore.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And have the satis-
faction, if we are turned owt at the next
election, of knowing that the other fellow
will get the benefit of the inerease.

Mr. HARRISON: Tt is for the people to
decide whether they think their present re-
presentatives are entitled to reeeive an in-
erease in their salaries, or whether that in-
crease shonld be given to some new eandi-
ilate. Diffieulties have been referred to by
the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin).  Country members experience
those difficultics teo, but at the same time
we entered into an obligation with our elee-
torates and we ought te nbide by that under-
taking during the term of the present Par-
linment. For that reason I shall have to
vole in favour of the salary remaining as
it s, until this Parliament has expired.
At the same time I hold the opinion that
members of Parlinment should be more ade-
quately -remuonerated for the services they
render,

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [5.33]: Whiist
I agree with the remarks made by the
member for Collie (Mr., Wilson) wien mov-
ing the motion, and also with the views ex-
pressed by the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Angwin), T am of the opin-
ion that the present is an inopportune time
in which to bring forward any measure
having for its object an inerease in the
payment of the Parliamentary allowanee. Par-
linment is now reaching the closing days of
itg third scssiou, and if would be wrong for
the Fouse to alter the Coustitution ir the
direetion of ineccasing the salarics of mem-
bers.  As has been pointed out, we were re-
turned by the clectors at a salary of £300,
and any alteration of that figure should
only he made with the approval of the
eleetors, I am in aceord with the argu-
ments advaneed so far as the disadvan-
tages under which members labour are eon-
cerned, and I agree that the counfry mem-
bherg suffer morg than the metropolitan
members. We have only to realise the aif-
ference there is between the two, The
metropolitan members live in or ahout the
eity, and it does not cost them anything to
come here to attend to their husiness.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Does it not?
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Mr, ANGELQ: The hon. member told us
that he was not dependent on Parliament.
Most of the metropolitan members have
their own business to attend to, and they
devote a certain time to Parliament and no
more, The country member, however, is in
a very different position, When [ was
clected to Parliament I was told that my
attendunce here would be a matter of four
or five months at the most. Instead of that,
however, I find that I am kept herc all the
vear round, and that iz what all country
members must do if they desire to give
service to their constituents—they must re-
main in the metropolis,

Mr. Rocke: That applies to metropolitan
members, too. ‘

Mr. ANGELO: The metropolitan mem-
bers are here all the time, but we country
members have to maintain two homes, or
spend a considerable sum of monecy in tra-
velling to and from the electorate. T have
be¢n obliged to remain in Perth, and at
the present fime it is mnore than ever neees-
saty for all eountry members to be here in
order to assist the Government to the ful-
lest possible extent in connection with the
settlement of returned soldiers on the land,
and placing them back in eivil life. Tt ig
very important that country members, and
of course town members as. well, should be
in e¢fose touch with the Government. X
repeat, that the present is an inopportune
time for altering the Constitution in the
direction of providing additional remunera-
tion for members. I really think, however,
that country members are deserving of some
consideration, because I am convinced that
it costs them at least £100 a year more to
attend to their Parliamentary dunties. Hold-
ing that view, I therefore move an amend-
ment—

That all the words after ‘‘House’’ be
struek out and the following inserted in
lign:—‘an additional allowance of £100
per annum be provided for members of
Parliament representing electorates  out-
gide the metropolitan ares,’’

Mr. GARDINER (Irwin) [5.40]: On this
question of extra payment of members, may
I be quite candid and say that any man is
a fool who enters Parliament from a mone-
tary standpeint, expeeting to get a decent
living from Lhe salary he is paid. I do not
care whether he be a man sitting outside
an office or inside an office. If he be out-
side an office, the salary he receives here
does not amount to more than bread and
butter; if he is sitting inside an office, and
he has braing, he can earn his bread and
butter there. If he has the ability to be-
come a Minister of the Crown, and he ean-
not go outside and earn more than his pay
as & Mimster of the Crown, then he has not
mueh ability. When it ecomes to a mem-
ber of Parliament, who is recciving £300 a
year, all T ean say is that he is a very lneky
man indeed if he can make hoth ends meet
on that amount alone. We knew when we
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came to this Parliament that the salary to
he paid was £300 o year. I do nof suppose
that any man said more bitter things than T
did over the Parliamentary grab of the
Federal legislators, when they raised their
own snlaries, T am ivelined to think that
if we at this period raise our own salaries,
we will he subjected to much the same erit-
icism as [ then levelled at the I'ederal PPar-
linment, One las to he decently consistent,
even tn polities. T honestly belicve that o
majority of the people of the State do not
want to see their members represent them
at & loss; but it is hard to believe that, on
opening utany of the letters that 1 receive
flom my constituents. A member of Par-
linment realises when opening letters from
his constituents that the coustituents ima-
sine that the £300 drawn by the member
really belongs to them, and should be re-
funded to them by way of subseriptions. If
I had my way, T wonld make it a supreme
offence for any member of Purliament to

give a subseription in lis owi coustitu-
ency
Mr. O'Loghlen:  And those who could

afltord it would give under the lap.

Mr. GARDINER: Tt enables 2 man who
can alford to give away his salary te be in
a different position from the man who has
to live on his salary. TThose arc my views.
This is the last session T will serve in this
or any other Parliament, eonsequently T do
nwot think T wenld be justified in ossisting
to pasg the motion. All the same, T do not
think any member keeping a debit and cre-
dit halance of his  Parliamentary salary
would find that he could live on it. After
all there are certain obligations which con-
stitnents look to i member to see fulfilled.
Again, T dn not agree with the amendment
moved by the member for Gascoyne, because
it mpkes a distinetion, It would be rather
ridiculons in a case like mine. T am a met-
vopolitan man representing a country con-
stituency, and T am to get £100 a year more
than some other members.

Mr. Angela: We are not all as forbunate
as you.

Mr. GARDINER: T do not want to claim
exemption becavse of my fortunate cireum-
atances, but T may he the most incompetent
man in this House and yet [ get £100 a
vear more merely beeause I represent a
country  constitnency, and T live in the
eity. 1 do not think a system of differen-
tial nay wonld appeal to any member in
the House, When it comes to a question of
travelling allowances we hear it said,
“‘Took at the pergnisites you get.’’ I
think I have nsed my railway pass to go
to my econstituency six or seven times in the
last two years, andl T never use it on private
bnsiness, and neither do I use it on  the
trams. Everywhere else, even in little Tas-
mania, which is in nearly as bad finaneial
circumstances as Western Australia, the
payment of members has been raised. If
T were staying in Parliament, at the next
elections I shonld move for an increase,
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but sceing that I was clected to serve at
£300 and that I knew the circumstances, U
do not think at the present juncture L would
be justified in voting for the motion,

Mr, PILKINGTON (Perth} [546]: I
confess [ feel some difficulty in speaking in
temperate language on the proposed in-
crease of payment to members. Even under
ordinary ecirenmstances, if the finances of the
State were as we shouwld like to see them,
it appears to me plain that a man who enters
Parliminent does so on the distinet under-
standing that he will accept and not in-
crease the salary which is pavable at the
time of the election, unless he has definitely
stated on the hustings that he proposes to
advocate, and if vossible get, an inercase
of smalary.

Mr. Willeock interjected.

Mr, PILKINGTON: It is trne that a
man who takes an ordinary job can go to
the Arbitration Conrt, but he eannot raise his
own salary; he tukes steps to get his salary
raised by another authority. T would not raise
this objection to increaging the Parlinment-
ary salaries had it bheen an iszsve at the
general election and if only those voted for
it who put it forward as something they
would vote for if they got an opportunity.
This, however, is & very different matter,
we lhaving come in on a salary fixed and
having, so far as I know, in very few, if any
cases sugzested that the salaries should be
raised or that we would vote for the valgsing
of the salary. At present we know that the
eondition of the finances is very serions. We
know that during last month there was o
deficit of £107,000. We know that that
defieit iz far greater than the defleit for
the corresponding month of last year, when
it was £63,000, The inerease in the deficit
for November, 1919, as compared with the
corresponding month of 1918 is £44.000, The
deficit for the five months of the ecurrent
finaneial year is about £572,000, whereas the
nstimated defieit for the whole year is only
£593,000. The financial drift i3 obvious,
and aurely nothing could be more unseemly
than that we who are sent here for the pur-
vose, amongst other things, of understanding
what the financial eondition of the country is
should, by raising our own salaries, indicate
in the plainest and most pnblic way that in
onr view the finaneial eondition of the coun-
try iz satisfaetory and sueh that we are
justifiecd in raising our salaries. T say in
the civeumstances it woull he a grossly un-
seemly thing for this Honse te pass the
wmotion which hag been moved. If this House
passes the motion T have no hesitation in
saying that members will show themselves
to be either grosslv or brutally ignorant of
the finaneial condition of this country, or
callously indifferent to ita welfare.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.50]: Not-
withatanding the view expressed by the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr, Pilkington), I intend to
take the risk of being grossly and brutally
ignorant or callous with regard to the finan-
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cial condition of the State. The hon. mem-
ber said he was senrcely able to approzch the
question in temperate language, I do not
know that he fellowed wvp that opening
stutement by giving a substantial reason
apart from mere generalities—as to why the
allowances of members cuglt not to be in-
crensed. It all gets back to this, that if the
country belioves in the principle of payment
¢! members—and it has shown for a period
of 20 years or more that it does—it follows
logically that the allowanes should bhe ade-
gquate for the purpose. Just as we belicve
in the payment for services remdered any-
where else in the State so, if we belicve in
paynient fee serviees rendered by mem-
bers of Parliament, such payment ghould be
m keeping with the allowances or salaries
paidd for all other public services rendered
to the State. This i3  the prineiple; there
can be no getting away from it. It is idle
to say there is something wrong im members
of Parliament raising their own salaries,
If Parliaments in the past had not insreased
their salanies withont eonsulting the clee-
tors, what would the position have been to-
day? Why, there would have been no pay-
ment ot wembers at atl! Even in the Home
country, where the member for Perth comes
from, in that 0l conservative England where
they cntertain very high traditions in mat-
ters of this kind, the sdlaries of members
of Parliament——
Hon. W, C. Angwin:
servatives have left.
Hon. P, COLLIER: And usfortunately
many of them have drifted to Australia. In

Most of the old con-

the House of Comnrons, the  traditions
of which are at least &s high =as
those of any Parliament in Australia,
members inereased their salaries by £200

a vear in the midst of =& session, with-
out consulting the electors, and will anyone
say that the members who voted for the in-
ercase in the Tederal Parliament—men like
the late Lord Forrest, the late Sir George
Reid, and others who to-llay are members of
the Federal judiciary—that these men who
voted for increased salaries without consult-
ing the clectors and without a mandate of
any kind from them, were actuated by any-
thing mean or inercenuary, or possessed less
honour than members who would refuse or
seorn to vote for an inercase?

Mir. Pilkington: They did not have to
Borrow the money to pay the increase,

Hon, P. CQLLIER: 'The one argument of
the member for Perth was the financial drift.
He instanced the lLundreds of thousands of
peunds  of deficits acerning month after
month, and he is going to stop the whole
drift by saving £5,000 n year, This i3 going
to make the diffevence hetween solvency and
finaneial ruin to the State! The amount is
a mere flea-bite. This House has been voting
during the past month hundreds of thousands
of pounds without in every ease investigat-
ing whether the cxpenditure was justified or
not. Tn dealing with the Estimates, we have
vuted inereases to members of the Public Ser-
viee alreasdy in veceipt of £700, £800, and
£1,000 a year. The peint was never raised
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hy the memhber for Perth that these increases
would land the State in financial ruin; yet
the question of £5,000 a year inerease to
members i3 going te make all the difference.
1t is very easy to say that, becanse members
aceepted the "allowanee of £300 when they
were olected, they should continue to serve
thiroughout the Parliament. That is all very
well for men who are posscssed of other
sources of income. While this may cost the
Slate another £5,000, there have been in-
creases in many directions, increases perbaps
whieh were not justified and whieh have cost
this State mueh more. There has been an
incerease in the price of coal which is costing
this State £30,000 a year. Would the hon,
member, who i3 a sharcholder in the Proprie-
tary colliery, refuse to take his share of the
inerease which is going te cost this State
£30,000 a year?

"The Minister for Mines: He wants us to
reduee the reyalty.

Hon, P, GOLLIER: The hon. member as
a sharvcholder in the ecompany did not eon-
sult his constituents or the public interests
or the public welfare when the coal companies
inereaged their charges to an extent whieh
will affeet the defiett ten times more than
this inerease will. There is nothing wrong
about that in the hon. member’s opinion,
But what ahont the man who is not for-
tunate enough to be a shareholder in a com-
pany that does a little profiteering on the
gly?  The action of the member for Collie
{Mr, Wilson), who moved the wotion, has
heen responsible for placing in the pocket
of the wmember for Pertk, who has opposed
the motion, an amount considerably in ex-

cess of what the increase to members wilt
mean,  The hon, member is worthy of lis
hire. The allowance to-day, owing to the

high cost of living, limits the choice of elee-
ters. The member for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner)
said that the man who entered Parliament,
having no other source of income and believ-
ing he eould live reasonably and maintain a
family on his parliamentary allowance, was
a fool, T agree with him. And doees it net
follow that if the salary, having regard to
the cost of living, is such that it will not
allow men with no other source of income to
hecome candidates, the choiee of the clectors
niust be restricted to that extent? Men wilh
not offer themselves.

Mr. Smith: You
candidates,

Hon, P, COLLIER: Not of a class, but
it must be understood that all the capaeity
and brains and ability is not confined to
those in possession of more than a fair share
of this world's goods. Sometimes we find in
men not possessed of wealth more than a
fair share of the worli’s hrains and, it the
publie are to be denied the services of these
men, it must he conecded that their echoice
to that extent will he restricted. T take no
mealy-mouthed view of this question. If
there were any other means to secure the in-
crease, we would be justified in adopting it,
hut there is no, other means than by moving
tirrough this Parlinment. If there were an
outside fribunal to which we could refer it,

will never be short of
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I should be prepared to do so, but there is
10 such tribunal. We are the masters; we
are the judges and, having regard to the
cireumstances which exist in  comparison
with those existing at the time when the
salaries were fised, namely, ten or eleven
" years ago, and the fact that £500 to-day is
not cqual to what £300 was at that time——

The Minister for Mines: No member will
be compellad to draw a single penny from
the Treasucy.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, the Treasury will
be happy to rclease anyone from the obliga-
tion of drawing the extra money if his con-
seience will not permit him to take it.

The Minister for Mines: Conscience
money is always gladly received.

Mr. O’Loghlen: How - many conseiences
will there he?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T shall not be amongst -

them, and I make no apology for the atti-
tude I adopt, The present allowance is
wholly inadequate to those mem who have
no other source of income; there is no ques-
tion about that. To those who have unlimited
INcoMes——

Mr, Smith: How many of such are there?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Sueh men arc serv-
ing the ecountry at a personal loss, and should
not be ealled upen to do so. Having regard
to the fact that we have established the
principle of payment of members, no mem-
Beor should be asked to serve the country at
a persounal loss, Even if he can afford that
loss he shounld not be ealled upon te hear it.
For these reasons I have no qualms what-
ever about saying that the allowanee is
utterly inadequate, and that it ought to be
inereased if the representation of the people
here is to be wmaintained, and if there is not
to be a limitation placed upon the choice of
‘the electors at the forthcoming election.

Mr. GRIFPITHS (York) [6.1]: T desire
to state my position on this motion. Having
signed the requisition, T shall stiek to wy
word.
was n certain plank forbidding members of
thé Country party to vote for an increase
of thoir own salaries. Still, having signed
the requisition for an inerease, T shall abide
by my pledged word. Tt has been stated hero
that every man is worthy of his hire. Mem-
bers who pot in their time in this House
as stated by the member for North-East
Tremantle (Mr. Angwin)—and this applies
particularly to country members—find it the
hardest possible matter to make hoth ends
meet. To judge by correspondence appear-
ing in the Press, one would think members
had nothing to do but sit in the lobby and
smoke big, fat cigars and drink whisky. Let
me deal with my own case. Sinece represent-
ing the York clectorate 1 have worked very
hard indeed; I do not think I have ever
worked harder in my life than I have done
since becoming 2 member of this Chamber,
Had T remained in the business in which T
was cngaged before entering Parliament, 1
ghould be infinitely better off than I am to-
day.

- enrring expenditure, T hope.

After signing I discovered that there
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The Minister for Worka: With your en-
ergy, undoubtedly.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have been compelled
to saerifice my farm and my business and
everything else in order to do my duty by
my constituents.

4

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [6.5]: Beofore dealing with the sub-
ject of the motion, may I just refer to the
financial position in some little detail. I
know the member for Perth (Mr. Pilking-
ton) thinks we are diifting to the bad
month by month, DBut I want to tell hon,
members that T am fairly confident that the
result of this vear’s financial operations will
not be any worse than the Estimates indi-
cate; indeced, T think it will ba better, An-
ticipating eriticism of the kind, I got out
a few figures. The deficit for last month
wag £107,181, The deficit for Nevember
of 1918 was £63,280. But during November
of this year we ineurred an expenditure of
£8,671 in conmection with the influenza out-
break. That expenditure, I hope, will not
reeir. In Novemher of last vear a sum of
£25,000 was transferred to credit of revenue
fund from the State trading concerns. Ne
such transfer has been made for last month,
wlthough it might have heen. I purpose
making these transfers at the end of each
half year, but not at intermediate terms.
Turther, we spent last month in rabbit ex-
termination £4,700, That will not be a re-
We thought we
would de better this year by starting early.
The loss to the railways from the goldfields
strilte cannot bhe estimated at less  than
£10,000 per month, These extraordinary
items, added te last November’s deficit,
would make a total of £111,601. Of conrse,
if one were to include all the items which
have been affeeted by the strike, the total
would be a vast sum. During the past five
months the Government have had to pay a
considerable sum in extra wages as the re-
sult of retrospective awards, and this has
also aggvavated the position, Such payments
were particularly heavy in counection with
the framways. A great deal has been paid
algo in connection with the return of our
soldiers, In the circumstances the revenue
for the past tve months has been all that one
could expeet it to be., The deficit for the
five months ended on the 30th November
last amounts to £572,580. Tor the first five
months of last financial year it amounted
to £425,67r. The inercase of £146,909 for
the five months of this year iz dve to ex-
penditure on account of the influenza out-
break £43,000, relief at Kalgoorlie £7,000,
shortage of trausfer from State trading
eoncerns to credit of revenue £26,000, extra
expenditure on rabbit extermination £4,700,
and expenditure on butter and bacon fac-
tories £6,500; totalling £87,200. Further,
we have set aside this year tiimber revenue
amounting . to £16,675, not one penny of
which appears on the Estimates. It is rev-
¢nue, bot under the Torests Act it is set
asile, and an adjustment will be made at the
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end ‘of the year. The loss of railway profits
duriug these first five months, due to strikes
and other troubles, we estimated at £40,000.
In addition, we have had to pay £26,000 ad-
ditional interest during the past five months.
That, of course, cannot be dedueted, becanse
it will be with us permanently. Irrespective
of that interest, however, we have had so
far this year £143,875 of non-recurring ex-
penditure.

The Minister for Mines: And then there
is the acerued leave to returned soldiers.

The PREMIER: Yes. I am merely
stating o few figures which have been got
out in a hurry. One could, of course, get
many other items which were not charged
agninst revenue last year. One eould show
where extra reveoue is expected during the
next seven months. As a faet, we shall carry
about two-thirds of our railway traffic dur-
ing the next seven months. We have al-
ready spent £80,000 this year ene way and
another in eonnection with railway renewals
ete. However, that may go en, and so I say
nothing abeut it now. But there ia every
justifieation for believing that the deficit at
the end of the year will not be greater than
T have estimated. TIndeed, T helieve it will
be a little less. I know, of course, that there
have been some services aflecting the cost of
working our railways considerably; but that
matter will be adjusted. There i also a
considerable amount to be transferred to
the credit of revenue each half year. For
instanee, interest on capital invested in
State trading concerus is transferrable at
the end of each lalf year. I could transfer
to-day £133,000 on that aecount. The
amount will be transferred eventually, Hon,
members are aware that the adjustinents at
the enil of the finaucial year make a very
considerable difference. I do not say that the
pesition {iselosed even now is a satisfactory
one,  Naturally, I should like to see the
defieit wiped out altogether. Next I wish to
say that members of the Ministry will speak
and vote as they please on this motion, which
is, as a matter of course, one for hon. mem-
bers themselves to decide. Payment of mem-
bers was originally introfluced so that the
poorest man in the community could enter
Parliament if the clectors of any electorate
chose him. There was no other reason what-
ever for the introduction of payment of
members. 1 have no doubt that there were
then, and that there are now, people who
would give their time in Parliament without
payment of members.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Tn some Parliaments
members pay themselves.

The PREMIER: I daresay they ds, by
Royal Commissions and other means. Some
members have assured me, and indeed have
convincedl me, that owing to ahsolutely ua-
avoidable expenditure they have not more
thon £3 n week for the upkeep of their fami-
Yes. I have been told by several hon, mem-
bers, who have gone into the matter with
me, that when they deduct the cost of elee-
tion, which is roughly £100 every three years,
and the cost of coming to Perth to attend
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Parliament week by week, they have not
more than £3 5 week for themselves. No
matter how econcmically they live, they can-
not rednee their expenses while living here
in Perth below £2 per week. And I am well
aware that members are compelled to be in
Perth not only during the session. I am
well aware that the business of their con-
stituents brings them to the capital very
frequently during the recess. I know it be-
canse I gee them very frequently at my office
in recess, The life of a member of Parlia-
ment is not now what it was some years ago.
The establishment of all these State trading
concerns has added very muech to the work of
members. Lvery member who has a State
trading concern in his electorate is affected
and I think we should have some regard to
the position. I do not knew that the in-
creased cost of living is in itself a sufficient
reason for the carrying of the motion. I
do not agree that if members got £6 a week
they conld not live on £6 o week. But do
they get £6 a week? If I thought they did,
I woull say there was no ground for sup-
porting the motion. DBut we know they do
not get it. I doubt if any member sitting
here is ag well off, from the napeet of the
paywment he reecives for his work as a mem-
her of Parliament, as the man whe draws
£3 10s. per week in wages, And I am not
paying any regard to whatever amounts
members may give away, It is their own
concern if they choose to give donations and
subseriptions. T am dealing only with that
expenditure which cannot be avoided and
must be faced. The member for North-East
Fremantle (dr. Angwin) has said that in
some Tarlinments members get their pay by
other meany, T believe they do. But, so far
as I know, therc has bheen only one Royal
Commission of paid members of Parlioment
sinee I have been in this House; and I think
that Commission was sitting some time be-
fore I eame to the House, On the other
hand, there have been a great many select
committees, and a grent deal of work has
been done by select committees.

Hon. P. Colliecr: In other States that
work is done by Royal Commissions,

The PREMIER: But those seleet com-
mittecs are not paid. Members do that
worle quite apart from their Parliamentary
duties. In faet, we do uot nllow members
to sit on select committecs while the Houses
are sitting.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

The PREMIER: Before tea, in reply to
the charge that members were never ap-
pointed to paid Royal Commissions, I pointed
out that seleet committees had done a tre-
mendous amount of work, had sat on days
over which the House had been adjourned,
and that in one easc their work had cxtended
into the reeess. T was then referring, of
course, to the Royal Commission which dealt
with the hanQling of wheat. If the motion
ts carried, a Bill will have to he brought
down, and if a Bill is brought down I hope
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cvery hon. member will be here to give the
matter consideration. Tf political rensons
alene weighed, U should most certainly op-
pose the motion; bhut T cannot oppose the
right of hon. members to live deeently. Tt
has bheen said by some that members ought
to get work during the recess, but I say that
if members are to be of any use to Parlia-
ment, the ought to be continning their Par-
liminentary work in reeess. There are wany
nuestions to be considerced, much information
to he gathered, and wmany districts which
onght to be visited during reeess. The great
weakness of the present position is that hen.
members cannot possibly know the conntry,
beeanse they eannot afford to travel throngh
it. Many membera know nothing about the
aoldfields, others know nothing of our pas-
toral lands, while but very few know any-
thing about the agrienltnral areas, If to-
morrow we were to discuss the building of a
ratlway in the South-West, how many hon.
memhbers would know from persenal exper-
ience the value of the country to be opened
up? TIf to-night we were discussing the State
sawmills, how many members wonld know
of their ewn knowledge anything about our
timber nsseta? Of course hon. members will
not admit that they kmow nothing of these
subjeets, but from exporience I feel sure
that many can know little, if anything, of
them. I can quite helieve that the present
Parlianmentary aliowance does not give mem-
bers o minimam of £3 per week., I fucther
believe that the finances of the State will
be straightened out, and that without adai-
tional taxation. T£ T could have come down
1o, the House with a full explanation of the
position during the last five months, T am
ecrtain members would have been convineced
that the position jis improving, Tn addition
to those which T have mentioned, many of
the eharges which had to be made will not
have to made again, Under our method of
bookkeeping, it is hmpossible to get all these
facts in a day or a weck, but I am so ar-
ranging the work of the departments that
we shall bave information when wanted on
an oceaston of this sort. Our anethods of
Hookkeeping are preseribed by varions Acts
ol Parliament and are not the fault of the
oflicials. T hope to so areange the work of
publie servants that their position will be
very mueh better in fature. It could be
very much improved without any cost to
the taxpayer, but it must be done by an
ntteration of the methods. The work is now
in hand and I hepe to achieve satisfactory
results. A good deal of delving was done
hefore my time, and the result of that has
heen fully available of. T have had petitions
presented to me, althongh not signed by a
majority of mcmbers. One petition was
gigned by 19 moembers of this House, aml
another from the Upper MHouse was signed
hy 11 members of that Chamber. T also
had o deputation  from members of both
Houges. Some of those members were not
named on the petitions. They came to me,
bnt becansc these petitions were not signed
by a majority of members, nothing eould

. deficit,
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be done. The petitions asked that, the sal-
aries should be increased to £500. Tf any-
th:ing iy dene, I hope the House will not ask
the Govecrnment to agree to more than £400,
T the wotion is carried, Ministers will not
participate in the increase. It is for the
Tlonse to decide whether the motion shall
be enrried. 1f it iz decided in the affirma-
tive, a Bill will be brought down, and it
wiil then be for members to oppose or reject
it, and so take the respomsibility. TIf [
could conscientionsly oppose the motion T
would do so. However, I cannot consecien-
tiously opposc it, becawse I do wot believe
that any momber who has to live on his al-
lownance can give lis wife more than £3 a
week to maintain the household. I refer, of
¢ourse, to members who have to come here
week by week when the House is sitting,
and again in recess, to attend to the work
of their eleetorates. The work of a mem-
ber of Parliament to-day is very different
indeed fromm what such work was some years
ago,

My, NAIRN (Swan) [7.41]: T support
the motion, and will oppose the amend-
ment. It is always easy to find a plausible
argument against an increase in salary. I
have never yet known of an inerease being
granted without some endeavenr being made
to prevent it. The reasons given here are
abundant to prove that an increasc in salary
is justified. The Premier summed it up in
a senfence when he said it was the intention,
when payment of members was first intro-
duced, that every section of the ecommunity,
regardless of wealth, should be represented
in thig Assembly. In my opinion, the chief
value of the Assembly is that every shade
of opinion and every elass” is here repre-

sented. I know of uno better justification
for the existence of the Assembly.  The
member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) has

raised a auestion which is perhaps worthy of
some consideration, namely, whether it is fair
or cquitable that members should vote them-
sclves an inerease in the face of our pregent
The mecaning of that is that mem-
bers of the Assembly were the cause of that
defieit. T entirely repudiate that. I say the
public are just as much to blame as are mem-
bers of the Assembly. Most of what happens
in this Assembly is done by reason of in-
fluences outside the House. Tt wonld be
obviously unfair that members of this As-
sembly should have cast upon them the
whole of the responsibility for the finaneial
position of the State. Tt is pleasing to learn
that the Premier sces some light ahead. Tet
us hope that his anticinations will be fully
realised.  The argument of the member for
Perth means, in effect, no results no pay.
Tt is refreshing, coming from a gentleman
representing a high and honourable profes-
sion that in its aecounts never takes that
into consideration. They are not paid on re-
sults. T cannot econceive the quivering hands
of the member for Perth refusing to take
a cheque hecanse he did not have the good
fortune to win the case, Members of his



[2 DECEMBER, 1919.]

profession do not work on results, If we are
going to apply the principle that what a man
can do in his private life will affect what
he can do in his public life, it is unfair
to say that members have ne right to an in-
crease. There have been one or two instances
in Australia where in¢renses have been made
by members themselves, I kvow of no other
means by which members can increase their
own remuneration. We have no court of ar-
bitration to go to as others have. In South
Australia a few ycars ago Parliament had
not suflicient eourage to grant to its mem-
bers an increasze. Members, therefore, went
to the people for it, and the people told them
that if they did not kuow what they required
for themselves they should go on short al-
lowance, and they turned it down. On the
next oceasion, when members of the South
Australian Parliament decided upon an in-
crease, I do not think anyone raised an
outery. There will always be a considerahle
number of people in every community who
are prepared te take all they ean get for
ng little as they are compelled fo. pay. The
same thing applies to public life. If we arc
to give every seetion of the community its
fair representation we are only doing what
is right in saying that those men who are
called upon to perform these dutics to the
country shall he paid a remuneration, which
will keep them in deecency and eomfort. If

we do not pay our members directly through.

the Treasury, we will find outside organisa-
tions of one kind or another getting con-
trol over members, which would be highly
undesirable. We do not want that in any
way at all. I have no hesitation in saying
that, notwithstanding any oBjection there
will be on the part of some people, the ma-
jority of the people will agree that this is a
fair and equitable inerease to make to mem-
berg of Parliament, in order that they may
do their dnty to fhe country and live in com-
mon deeency, and give their wives and fami-
lies that degree of comfort which others
in the community with less to do and more

Becurity of tenure are permitted to give those -

for whom they are responsible.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbory) [7.47]: I desire
to make my position quite clear. T am the
representative of wmy constituents on this
question. At the last general election it was
made quite clear that my constituents were
entirely opposed to increasing the cost of
Parliament,

Mr. O’Loghlen:
moment’s thooght,

Mr. MONEY: On the contrary, they de-
sived that there should be a decrease in the
cost of Parliaments throughout Australia. I
should have welcomed a resolution to the
effect that it was desirable that the number
of members in this House should be de-
creased. I am satisfied that, in view of the
present position in which this State is, finan-
eial matters are the burning question which
has te be grappled with, and I think that
fewer members with better pay would meet
the situation rather than to have so many
members dealing with so many concerns,

They did not give it a
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which should never come before Parliament
at all. 1 allude to many of those small
trading concerns which really should be
managed by a board of public works or a
board of a similar nature. In view of the
wishes expressed by my electors, I have no
other alternative but to vote nagainst the
motion and the amendment,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [7.50]: T am
a firm believer in the payment of members
and at the same time paying them well. T
do not think the salary that is paid te mem.
bers to-day in this House is a fair one. I
find that on this occesion, however, I must
vote against the motion and the amendment.
At my clection I was pledged at every one
of my meetings to do so. Until T ean feel
that T am honourably relieved from that
pledge L eannot, in justice to myself and my
clectors, vote for any proposal to increage
salaries. [ recognise that the remuneration
paid to-day is totally inadequate for the re-
quirements of members and to enable them
tc live decently. We have now gone on for
two or three wyears, however, through this
time of increased cost of living, and I think
it is undesirable in the middle of Parliament
that we should bring this proposal forward.
This question is one which should be put
before the people, not neeessarily by way of
a referendum, for it can be done in another
way, It can be made a question at the next
general clections so that every member can
state his opinions, If the clectors supported
the proposal to increase the salaries of mem-
bers and the candidate were returned to
Parliament, he would be quite justified in
moving for the imereagse. Tf the question
erops up ab the next general elections, know-
ing what T know of the cost of liviug, I am
prepared to tell my electors that the:remun-
cration paid to members to-day is totally in-
sufficient, and if a motion were brought be-
fore the House I would support it. T shounld
then feel that ¥ was relieved from my pre-
vious pledges, and if the clectors chose to
return me again%I would have uo hesitation
in supporting a Bill to give to members
proper and adequate remunecration. There
i5 another reason why I think it is undesir-
able, and that is the reason brought forward
hy the member for Perth, namely, the pre-
sent state of the finances.

Mr. Wilson: What ahout the members?
finances?
Mr. S8MITH: They must be subordinate

to the finances of the country. The Premier
has told us that things are not 2a bad as they
look, and has referred to the system of book-
keeping. No system of book-keeping will
trangforn a certain loss into an imaginary
profit. The loss is there, and by no means
of hook-keeping can we relieve the Govern-
ment of the lability, He inferred during
kis remarks that things were not as bad as
they appeared to be on paper.
The Premier: That is so.

Mr, SMITH: And that if we had a better
system of hook-keeping he would be able to
prove conclusively that we were able to make
both eids meet. There ¢an be no doubt ns
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te the position of our finanees. We periodi-
cally convert our deficit inte a bigger defieit,
and then transfer it to funded stock. That
is not relicving ourselves of the liability; it
is really piling it up. Whilst the conntry
labours under these heavy finnncial burdens,
we are not justified in deliberately increas-
ing our own salaries, no matter how small
the total amount may be, until we show the
people that we have made a genunine effort
to improve the position.

Hon., W, C, Angwin:
hy that?

Mr. Nairn;:
mude the effort,

Mr. SMITH: T mean until we have made
both cnds meet—the House, the Government,
and every one of us.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I have not heard of
any proposal from you to de that.

Mr, SMITH: I have been leaving it to
the hon. member, Have we made any effort
to reduee our expenditure -or the cost of Par-
liamentary Government?  The great griev-
ance of the people is that the cost of Parlia-
mentary government is too high. To add to
this by £8,000, if we increase the salaries by
£100, or £16,000 if we increase them by £200,
is more than the people will stand, If the
Covernment desired that members should he
reasonnbly paid they could effect this with-
out easting further burdens upon the people.
They conld do this by bringing forward a
proposal to reduce the number of members
in both Houses.

Hon. 7. Walker: Knock out North Perth,

Mr. SAMTITH: We would want two mem-
boers there on account of the inereased popu-
lation, The business of the country would
be carried on jnst as well as it is to-day
with a reduced number of members. We
could thus save a considerable sum in the
cost of DParliament, and the Government
would be in a position to increasc the sal-
aries of members,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you support the
wotion for the reduction when it wag anf?

Mr. SMITH: Tt has beett said that we
have inergased the salaries of the higher
p’m‘l civil servants, and bave passed those
inereases in every department with very little
protest, 'md tfor that reason we are Jushﬁed
in inereasing our own salaries. There i3 no
doubt that for every highly paid civil ser-
vant who has had an increase there arve at
least half a dozen others who have had no
inerease at all, and who are feeling the
pinch.

Hon, P. Collier: There are not any highly
paid eivil gervants who have not had an in-
erease,

Mr. SMITH: But there are half o dozen
other members of the civil service for every
one of those who has not had an increase.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not so. Every-
ene has had an increase.

Mr. SPEAKER: Civil servants are not
under diseussion in thig motion.

Mr. SMITH: The point has been made
that whilst we have increased the salaries of
highly paid civil servants we would also bhe
justified in increasing our own.

What de you mean

He means that he has not

* for granting increased payment.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
refer to that by way of illustration, but can-
not argue the principle.

Mr. SMITH: TUntil we are prepared to
pay oll our ecivil servants an increase, we
are not entitled or justified to increase our
own remunoration,

Hon. T. Walker:
onee.

Mr. SMITH: Until we do that first

Hou. T. Walker: We ought to do it simul-
tanconsly.

Mr. SMITH: We shall not be justified in
inereasing our own salaries. I cannot vote
for either the motion or the amendment.

Mr. ROBINSON  (Canning) [8.0]:
I intend to oppose the motion on the ground
that T do not think the present state of the
finances justify the granting of an in-
crensed remuneration, also for the reason
that, in my last two clections, T was called
upon in every centre of my constituency to
pledge myself on this very snbject.

We ought to do both at

Mr. O’Loghlen: And yeu pledged your-
self about some bridges!
Mr, ROBINBON: I pledged myself to

work for them.

Hon, P. Collier: Youn pledged yourself
about State Trading Concerns also.

” l\gr ROBINSON: I did nothing of the
in

Mz, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ROBINSON: I gave my pledge in
connection with this subjeet because it was
a burning question at the time, and I was
tilted at by my then oppenent, Mr. Scaddan,
However, I gave my pledge on those two
oceasions that T would oppose an incrcase
in the payment of members of Parliament
and T see no reason to-day to alter my view,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Broun—DBeverlay) [8.3]: X intend to op--
pose the motion and the amendment be-
causc like other hon. members in this Cham-
ber I comsider the time is not opportune
I do nat
congider that members should aet as an
arbitration court to fix an award and in-
erease their own salaries, There are many
Government employecs in this State who are
living on a very small salary, and who have
asked for increases from time to time, and
the inereasgs which have been granted to
them have been very small indeed. T agree
with the member for North Perth (M.
8mith} when he states that if hon, mem-
bers desire their salaries to be increased the
proper method is to voice their opinion on
the platform when they go before the clee-
tors, and tell the electors that if they are
chogen to represent them they will ask for
an inerease in salary., If that iz done they
will then be justified in eoming here and
voting in favour of iunereased remuncration.
I do not believe an increass is necessary.
On the oceasion of my last election I was
asked the question on scveral platforms
whether T would approve of am inerease in
the payment of members’ salaries, and T
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told my electors definitely that I would not
agree to it. I would alse point out that so
far as the Country party are concerned,
their platform is that whencver an increase
to members’ salaries is desired, the matter
should be referred to the people.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Never talk about
Cancus again,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon.
member belongs to a Caucus, and he has
signed a platform.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I admit it.

The COLONIAL SBECRETARY: I admit
adso that I have signed a piatform, and
that one of the planks is to vote against
increased payment to members. I consider
it i3 a good plank, too. If the people think
members of both Ilouses are worthy of an
inerease in salary, and it is desirable that
it shonld be given them, they will un-
doubtedly vote in favour of the candidate
whe will move in that direction. I intend
to vote against both the motion and the
amendment.

our

Sir H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [8.6]: I do
not wish to give a. silent vote on this ques-
tion. An amendment has been moved hy
the member for Gascoyne to the effect that
the suggested increasc should apply only to
members representing constituencies ouf-
side the metropolitan area. I am entirely
opposed to any differentintion of that sort.
It members of Farliament are to be paid,
ail should he paid the same amount.
We have established the principle of pay-
ment of members, and it bas been in vogue
now for mearly 20 years. It is a princiyle
that has been adopted through the British
dominions, and we cannot go baeck on it
now. Lt must stand. I eannot vote for the
amendment becanse, as I stated, I do not
approve of differentiation of this character.
At the game time I must say that the salary
paid to members at the present time s
quite inadeguate, but the wmotion declares
that the inerease should be immediately
granted. That is where T am stuck wp. I
geem to have got bogged on that point. I
have always expressed the opinion that
salaries of members of Parliament should
not he inereaged, but T know that in the
last few years circumstances have altered
very much. Still, I am bound to adhere to
the opinions T expressed when seeking the
suffrages of those who sent me to Parlia-
ment, and, therefore, I do not feel that T
can voto for an immediate inercase of pay-
ment to members. The argument that mem-
bers of Parlinment are inerensing their own
salarics by agreeing to a molion for that
purpose does not earry any weight with me,
becanse no body of people, except members
of Parliament, clected by the people, have
any power to deal with this question. Tt

is only this Assembly that controls the
funds of the State, and it is only
this  Assembly that has to  decide

salaries should be in-
T am certain that the scnse

whether members’
creased or not.
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of fzirnesg of hon. members makes them
realise that they have to answer to their
constituents for any action they may take,
and for any action which to them is the pro-
per and right one to adopt. It is quite
within the provinee of members in this
House to vote for an increase in their own
salaries, .

Mr. O'Loghlen: You vate for mine, and
I will vote for yours,

Sir H. B. LEFROY: But we may be gone
to-merrow, We¢ never know when our lives
on this sphere may end. Wken an election
comes round many of usg may lose our poli-
tical lives; consequently weé are not voting
for an increase in our own salaries, but wo
are voting for an inerease of salaries of
members irrespective of who those members
are. I have been twitted with being old-
fashioned. At the same time I always was
of opinion thai all classes of the eommunity
shoulil be represented in this House, and I
should be sorry fo see members representing
organisations, that is to say, that organisa-
tions should py them for services ren-
dered in Parliament, because members in
such cireumstances wonld he in the hands
of those organisations cntirely. Hon. mem-
bers should be independent and free to do
as their constituents tell them.

Hon., T. Walker: Then you think it is
best that the solaries should be raised?

Sir M. B. LEFROY: I say that the sala-
ries at present paid are entirely inadequate.

Hon. T. Walker: Then, if you have ar-
rived at that conglusion, you must vote for
the motion.

Sir H. B. LEFROY: I certainly cannot
vote for the amendment, and I feel that T
cannot” vote for the niwotion, but, at the same
time, I consider that having adopted the
principle of payment of members, I would
like to see the best men representing: all
classes of this community in the Parliament
of the State, and T shounld like to see those
members placed in such a position that they
wonld be able to live withont anxicty to
themselves..

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.12]:
Like the hon. member who has just sat down,
I am occasionally neeused of being a little
old fashioned, and T have not the slightest
douht that some hon. members will bear in
mind my attitude in other years in regard to
payment of members. I have always held
the opinion that there should be suflicient
men in the community, who have dome well
in the country, who should be willing to re-

present their fellow people in Parlia-
ment without vemuneration, I also 1ve-
cognise that there arg other classes in

the community besides the wealthy that have
the right to be represented in Parliament,
and, although it may be euriouns for me to
say it, I would not raise any objection if
any particular clags, desiring to have their
speeial  representative, should subseribe
amongst themselves sufficient with which

.to remuncrate that representative, as was
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done in the old conntry years ago. There are,
however, objections to that kind of thing,
L know it can be said that if that is done, in-
stead of a man being able to show his iudepen-
denee of thought and action, hie would be iu
Parliament merely as a delegatae to obey orders.
Bo far as this dcbate is concerned, 1 would
Jike hon, members to congider this point, that
when payment of membeors wnz first intro-
duced the salary was fixed at £200 a year,
and it was considered that this would pre-
vont those who were elected from being out
of pocket in connection with their Parlia-
mentary  duties. As  years went on  the
amount was in¢reasad to £300, and now it is
desirerd to incrcase it to £400 or £500. We
have to he guided by the cirenmstances in
which we find ourselves,  The purchasing
power of the sovercign when the salary of
members was £200 was different from wlat
it is to-day. We find at the present time
that all elasses of the comnnwmity, on ae-
count of the extra cost of living, lave been
given increased remunueration. [t is an un-
deniable argument that the eost of living
hasg inereased trememlously of late and T lo
not think that the people in thiz State will
refuse to apply the same argument to the
members of this Chamber. So far as the gues-
tion of leaving the matter to the decision
of the people at the next clection is con-
eerned, to my mind—and I hope hon, mem-
Liers will not consider the remagk T am about
to make as an offensive ocue—that is abso-
lutely rubbish. At any rate that is my opin-
ion. Tt o member goes before his coustit-
uents and he feels a little hit uneertain as
to the number of votes he may get, it will
take a strong man indeed who will be able
to force himself to advoeate that increased
payment should be given to mombers.” Tt is
one of the oceasions when mombers ean take
their eourage in fheir hands and say to the
people of the State ‘‘the cost of living has
increased enormously, and wages have heen
advaneed all round. Why, therefore, reny
additional necessary reinuneration to thosc
whom you sent to Parliament to represent
you'’? That is my view. The member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) put forward an unan-
swerable case. Nothing T have heard has
refuted his arguments. As to the question
of increaging the defieit, it might do so to
a small extent, buot, if it should turn out that
a number of members who have been in this
Chamber for some ycars aud who have been
educated as lepislators find that they cannot
beeause of the inadequate rvemuneration,
again offer their serviees, it will cost the
eountry more to educate new members than
this extra payment will involve. Some peo-
ple might think we are heosting ourselves,
bnt in my time in the Railway Department
I found that to educate a new man up to
our ways cost £200 to £250. What would it
cost to educate n member of Parliament?

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt depends a lot on the
material.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exaetly,
but if the material is available, we have to
cduecate it and mike the best we ean of it.
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Hon., W, C. Angwin: T think I should
use that at the next eleetion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
nearly every eleetion, new members are re-
turned and, with that cnthusiasm which only
lack of experience can foster and maintain
they fill the Notice Paper at a very hig cost
to the State, through ¢‘Hansard’’ and other
ways, whereas, when they have been in Par-
liament n little while and have learned thg
ropes, they ean get their information with-
out incurring this avoidable expense. New
members ib their exeessive enthusiagm

Mr. O'TLoghlen: Fight every item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
fight with a sublime ignorance due to lack
of knowldege which someties rouses the ire
of older members of the House,  After the
mamier in which the motion has been put
hetore the House by the member for Collie,
T feel T would not be doing right if T did
not vote Yor it. The country can better afford
the increase than allow any of its repre-
sontatives to  be wniderpaid. Fsxeept a fow
agpirants  Tor political honours who wish
to make capital out of it, I do net
think the great bulk of the people
will  utter  one single  éobjection.  The
same  thing has heen doue in  gonnection
with every Parliament in Auvstralia, but this

Partiament has  been particularly modest
compared  with some Parliaments on  the
othier side. I shall record my vote for the
mation.

Amendiment put and negatived,
Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . .. .. ..o 20
Noes . . . .. 9
Majority for .. oo 11
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Lambert
Mr. Angzwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Collier Mt, Noirn
Mr. Faley Mr. Ttocke
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Grifths Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willeack
Mr. Hudsoun Me, Wilson
Mr. Jones Mr. O'Logblen
(Tealler.)
Nogs.
Mr, Broun Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Brown Mr, Robinson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Smith
Sir H. B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Money (Teller.)
Paws.
For. Against,
Mr, Green Mr. Plesse
Mr, Troy Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Mullany Mr. Durack
Mr, Munsle Mr. Maley
Mr. Davies Mr. Pickering
Mr, Underwood Mr. Duft

Question thus passed.



BILL—LOAN, £3339,000.
Second Heading,
Debate resumed from 28th November,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.24]: T do
not propose to discuss the Bill at any great
length, beeause the main diseussion might
best take place when we are considering the
ILoan Estimates, It has to Dbe recognised
that o Loan Bill giving aunthority to raise
the loan funds necessary to carry on during
the next 12 months is essential. The amonat
of the Bill is consziderable, namcly,
£1,339,000 and, of that sum, 1 iy proposed
to appropriate in the T.oan Estimaies
£3,188,000. This, a3 the Premier has ex-
plained, is due to the fact that it is intended
to spend a very considerable sum  during
the year upon soldier settlement—no less
a sum than £2,211,000. In respect of that
sum, it is considered there will be no eall
upon revenne for the payment of intcrest,
imasmuch ns the settlers themselves will con-
tribute 314 per cent. interest, and the Com-
monwealth are committed to make up the
balance between that and the rate at which
the money is raised. ‘While it is essential to
earry vn works with loan funds, particularly
in regard to soldier settiement, the utmost
eiro will have to be exercised when raising
loan funds. T do not know what price the
Treasurer expects to pay for the money
he proposes to raise but, leoking at the mar-
ket in Auwstralia and in England, T believe
he will have to borrow in Great Britain, and
it seems that at least 6 per cent. will have
to be paid for loans required in the immedi-
ate future. That being so, expenditure on
puhlic worka shonld be reduced to the lowest
winimom. 1f ratlways or other public works
are carried out and are saddled with a higher
rate of interest, their earning capacity in
the fatwre will be scriously affected. How-
ever, this can be considered when we are
dealing with the items. * T aupport the Bill.
reserving to myself the right to point out
where reductions might be made in the Loan
Estimates.

Mr. GARDINER (Irwin) [8.28]: My
sympathy jgoes out to the Trensurcr. The
time iz eoming, -and coming rapidly, when

we shall not be able to go on as we are
going. It is all very well to bring down
Loan Estimates totalling £3,330,000, most
of which is for advances for land scttlement.
We are rapidly approaching the time when
we shall have to ask where we are going to
find the interest to pay for this borrowed
money. These Estimates clearly show that
we are going to make a pretty considerable
loss on the interest Bill, and the loss will
have to ke made np.  The Premier, while
speaking on  another question, said that
things were not as bad as they looked. Tt
is to be hoped they are not. T warn the
Premier not to think he has anything up his
sleeve in the way of book-keeping, for the
same conditions applied——

The Premier: I do not say that we have.

Mr, GARDINER: No. But the same con-
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ditions applied last year with regard to book-
heeping as apply this vear, The outlook is
disquicting, Tf we take the five months
6f the prosent year and compare them with
the corresponding five months of Iast year,
we find that the revenue las increased by
£i83,000 Auring that time.  But we are
£147 000 to the bad as compared with the
same reclative position last year. Adding
those two items towether, we find that for
the first five months of this year we are
practienlly £2380,000 worse oft than last year.

"The Premier: Oh ne!

Mr, GARDINER: Oh yes! It is n simple
matter to add the two amounts together, and
to arrive at that result, It does not require
an actuary to do that. "The Government had
a pretty good windfall last month in the
siape of £33,000 probate duty; otherwise the
posmon wotild have shown worse. I am not
snying this in any spirit of earping eritieism,
Lut as a warning. Duriug the next sceven
wonths there are af least four in which the
Transiver has to face a deficit  of over
£100,000 per month. The probabilities are
that there will he five months in which he
will have to face om actual deficit. As
againgt that, he has Deeemhber and June to
pull him through: and he can take my word
for it that, notwithstanding nany outlook he
way have, he is going to expericnee the
greatest diffieulty in finishing his financial
year less than J'.SOO 000 to the bad, When,
on top of that, we enutcmphte the interest
on this Loan Bill, surely it is tlme that the
State took a look at herself in regard to its
finances. But the question scems of no in-
terest at all to the people of this State. Ome
might just as well talk to the empty air as
try to tell the people of this conntry that
the present condition of finaneial affairs
eannot go on indefinitely. ” We are told that
the position is going to be rectified by an
increased population. It is one of thc most
absurd arguments T have ever heard. Tf
we get more population, the ecffeet is to be
felt throngh the Customs. But this State haa
lost control of.its Custems, Conscquently,
if we do sucéeed in' attracting additional
population, we c¢an make them contribnte
only by direet taxation, And we have said
that we are not going to have direet taxa-
tion. We were told that inercased produe-
tion was going to pull us through. Wae
were told that there was poing to be
infinitely greater railway revenuve, and that
things were to be balaneed in that way. But
I ddo not know anything wmore disguieting
than to fook at the carnings of our railways.
During the last five months the railway rev-
enne has inereased by ahout £64,000, and it
kas taken about £104,000 to earn that in-
ereased revenue. How ave we going to get
saquarc by such means? The leader of the
Opposition said the other night, ** What is
the gool of talking of finance in this Cham-
her to empty benehes, and to people who do
not want to know, and who would not care
if they did know?’’ That was a very wise
question. I ask now, how long can we go
on travelling to the bad at the rate of
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£800,000 or £000,000 a year? IHow long can
we go on doing 1t# If it eannot go om, how
are we going to rectify it? No taxation; no
economy; inereased expenditure cverywhere,
To-day the Government, by way of justify-
ing the railway position, make out that the
increased wages under arbitration awards are
going to cost a great deal more than men
who have gone into the figures say they will
cost.  The Treasurer must come down to earth.
Ha must tell us how the position is to be
rectified. 1 do not envy him his job. So far
a8 I am coneerned, T will give him every as-
pistance. But whether he likes it or not,
he munst face the position direetly. At pres-
ent he is not facing it, but playing with if.
Ap long as one can come into this House
and promise anything and everything, one ia
going to be intensely pepular. But the day
is coming when some man will be crucified
for the hallelujahs of to-day. And that day
is not Tar off. Money is going to cost six per
cent. No man can deny that., And if this
State’s finances are to be kept sound, any
moncey it borrows will have to be invested in
something that will return six per eent., and
not in somecthing that will return three per
cent. The Treasurer has my sympathy., His
funcral might have been mine if T had not
had cnough scnsc to get out. Bt it will
bo somebody’s fumeral, and when it comes
to the funeral the people of this State wil
say, ‘*We conld have stopped this thing if
only we had had the courage to insist that
our legislators should have some courage.’’
Al the influgnee outside Parliament is to

induee members to ask for things that they |

have no right to ask for in this House, to
induee members to make themselves popular
in their constitneneies by asking for works
that they themselves know will prove utterly
unpayable,  The Treasurer may, in hig re-
ply, tcll us the brighter aspect of things. Tt
is up to the Treasurer to tell uws, so that we
who take an interest in the finanecial position
of the State, we who honestly believe that
there is serious tronble ahend, shall he en-
abled to help him towards the realisation
of that which is better than it "looks on paper.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell--
Northam—in  reply) [8401: The Ilast

gpeaker said that we shall have to face the
gitnation. The situation is being faced just
as well as it ¢an-be faced. The hon. mem-
ber knows, and cvery member of the House
knows, that for the past five months we
have had strike upon sirike paralysing
trade., Earlicr in the finaneial year there
was a strike lasting some weeks which
caused considerable losg of revenue to-the
railways and to the goldfields water supply.
I told the House to-day that the deficit
for the first five mounths of last year wns
£572,580. I also said that this year we
were £146,909 worse off than for the corres-
ponding months of last year. But the
member for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) is wrong
in supposing that the £133,000 :dditional
revenue to which I referred is clear rev-
enne, It was additional revenue, doe
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largely to increased railway earnings. The
hon. gentleman pointed out that the ex-
penditure incurred in order to earn that
extra revenue was considerable. But if we
gpend £100,000 to earn £110,000, we are
£10,000 better off. The increase of £146,909
for the five months of this year is due to
expenditure on account of the influenza
outbreak £43,000, relief at' Kalgoorlie £7,000,
shortage of transfer from State trading
concerns to credit of revenue £26,000, extra

expenditure on rabbit  extermination
£4,700, and expenditure on butter and
bacon factories £6,500, totalling £87,200.

Further we bave set aside this year timber
regvenue amounting to £16,675, not one
penny of which appears on the Estimates.
The loss of railway profits during these
first five months, due to strikes and other
troubles, we estimate at £40,000. In addi-
tion, we have had to pay £26,000 additional
interest during the past five months, Ian
introducing the Loan Estimates T pointed
out that a wvery small proportion of the
interest on this proposed loan wonld be
debited to public works. I drew attention
to the amount that would he spent in the
absolute ecertainty of intercst not being
charged to revenue. The hon, member
knows, beeause he arranged this soldiers’
loan himself. We guarantee the less of

interest on this account. Under the
arrangement made by the Treasury we
should have to lose £125000 on every

million. This £2,200,000 is money that can
be spent here with the certainty that mno
portion of the interest will be charged
againgt revenue.

Hon, P. Collier: That is, if the seftlers
are able to meet their interest charges.

The "PREMIER: Of course. The Treas
sury made the arrangemont itself. We are
not likely to lose very much on this sum,
However, I suppose the House will prefer
to discuss the question on the Estimates
rather than on the Loan Bill

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin called attention teo
the state of the House; bells rung and a
quorum formed.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Conneil, ’

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimates; Mr, Stnbbs in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £28,430—agreed to.
Vote—Railways and Tramways, £261,034.

Ttem, Busselton-Margaret River area,
£7,500.
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Mr. PICKERING: In view of the resolu-
tion of last session, afirming the building
of the railway, I think an amount should
have been provided for that purpose.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
approximate estimate of the cost of the
railway is £78,000. It is proposed to spend
during the present year on clearing and
earthwarks, £7,500.

Hon. P, Collier:
amount.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I do not
think it is generous, but I want to inform
the hon. member representing the district
that it will be as much as we can do, be-
fore the approach of winter, to expend that
amount. Once the winter is on us it would
be absurd to attempt works of any magni-
tude in a district with so heavy a rainfall.

Ttem, Surveys and new lines, £3,300:

Mr. HARRISON: Where ig this amount
to be expended? The survey of the
Yorkrakine-North Baandee railway should
be taken in hand at an early date. In the
Lake Brown distriet there is a large area
suitable for soldier settlement and, seeing
that there are in Perth 1,100 returned sol-
diers awaiting employment, I do not think
the Government could do better than get
this survey taken in hand at once.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have several surveys in hand.  This
amount will enable us to ‘deal with some
uncompleted surveys. I have not been
able to put on a apecial item for the survey
referred to by the hon, member, be-
cause the urgency of other lines previously
authorised has given those lines precedence.
The line has not been lost sight of ard if,
with the limited number of surveyors we
have, there should he an opportmity of
putting them on to do the werk, it is in-
tended to make a flying survey of the Iine.
I think the surveyors are starting on the
Bencubbin line, working towards Merredin.
The survey party will probably be there
within the next week or 10 days. It is in-
tended to earry that survey through, but the
exaet terminus has not yet been settled, It
is not yet deecided whether the Xondinin-
Merredin line should be continued to Merre-
din, or whether it should alse join up at
Bencubbin.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Bruce Roek.

The MINISTER FOR WQORES: No.
One of the reasons why the Kondinin line
was not pushed on with was owing to the
great quantity of land which was said to be
wodgil country.

Mr, Harrison: But it is not so. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In-
quiries are being made to see whether that
i3 80 or not. I am of opinion that when the
Kondinin line is earried on to junction with
Bencubbin, the Kondinin-Merredin line shounld
also junction at Benecubbin, That ean only
be decided when we have the full facts be-
fore ns.

A pretly generous
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Mr. Harrison: I do not see that what the
Minister has said will relieve the position at
all. ’

Ttem—Wyaleatchem-Mt. Marshall
sion to Dowerin-Merredin, £10,000:

Hon. P. COLLIER: With regard to the
Wyaleatchem - Mt. Marshall extension to
Dowerin-Merredin, the Minister has said that
it was intended to make a survey from Ben-
cubbin to Merredin. I take it that the sur-
vey is not yet completed.

The Minister for Works: No, :

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no authority
to link that line vwp yet,

The Premier: No,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Therefore, the item
of £10,000 for the construction of the line
cannot be spent this financial year. Neo Bill
has been passed for the construction of the
line, and according to the Minister no de-
cision has been arrived at as to the survey.

The Premier: That is in regard to the
other line.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Wyaleatchem-
Mt. Marshall extension has not been author-
ised so that it may link up with the Dowerin-
Merredin line.

The Premier: Ne.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Before this sum is
expended it will be necessary to bring in a
Bill to anthorise the construction of the line,

The PREMIER: This opens up a large
area of country which is surveyed already
for settlement.

Hon, P. Collier: The settlers are marconed
out there now.

The PREMTER: A Bill must be brought
down for the extension of the line, and I
will do this to-morrow, We eannot bring in
a Bill to link up the whole of the gap until
the surveys are completed, but I will bring
in a Bill for a short extension.

Hon, T. Walker: I shall oppose it unless
you first start the HEsperance Northwards
Jine.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: I should like to
move for this amount to be deleted because
it ig not usual to have amounts like thia sef
down before the construction of the line is
anthorised.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The sur-
vey has been authorised for 45 miles for
some years from Mt, Marshall to Newcarnie,
but we have noet been able to complete the
survey yet,

Hor. T. Walker: 'That will join the other
route. ’ ’

Ttem, Tramways, Perth electrie, £486,900:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I should like some
explanation with regard to this item,

The MINTSTER IPOR MINES: The ex-
penditure iz made up of works in hand
£27,000, and proposed works £13,450. The
principal expenditure regarding work in hand
iz on the construction of 10 new cars which
will cost £12,800, owing to the increased cost
of materinl. The additions to the car barn
and repair shops amount to £11,571. Land
resumption in connection with the car barn
will cost £1,500, and repairs to sheds, ete,
will cost ££,600. The proposed mnew worky

exten-
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include a change room, ete., £2,600 and dupli-
cation of the track between Bagot-road and
the Subiaco terminus £5,000, The Subiaee
Council are remaking that road at present,
and if we go on with the work there now it
will save all the cost of pulling up the road
and remaking it ourselves. The duplica-
tion of the track from the Weld Club ter-
minus to the ferry is also provided for.
This will mean that the trams can be run
from Barrack-street down to the foreshore
and back again on another line, instead of
our continning the present objectionable
shunting methods. This will cost £3,500.
We are putting in glass fronts and making
other alterations to the cars in accordance
with the order of the court, and are also
altering what is known as the dog-boxes by
taking out the partitions. This will account
for £1,800.

Item, FElectric power station, East Perth,
£35,000:

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: There appears to
be no provision here for duplication at the
power station, which in my opinion is very
necessary,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is in
the Loan Bill, there being a sum of £101,000
provided for, This amount on the Loan Es-
timates will not take into account any dupli-
cation. What is provided here is a sum for
the provision of additional material in orde:
to provide for extensions. We have a num-
ber of big works coming on in the future
which will require eurrent, and we have to
provide material with which to carry on the
numerous works at present in operation. We
have also to provide for new connections and
equipment for new business such as the Aus-
tralian steel works, which will take a large
amount of current, and the Western Aus
tralian cement works and other sundry works
which make np a total of £7,000. The grand
total is £39 662, The management at the
power station keeps records, as is done in
other power stations, and from the last re-
turn received it appears that the operating
coets of the power station at East Perth are
practically the same as the operating costs
of a similar station in England, the figures
being .50 in the case of the English estab-
lishment and .506 in the case of the West
Australian establishment. This does not
take int¢ accoent overhead charges, Al
though on the balancc-sheet last year we
show a losg of something like £5,000, as a
matter of fact from the Treasury point of
view there is a considerable profit. The
figures shown do not really credit the power
house with the actual cash received for sales
of eurrent, and do not take into "account the
expenditnre which has fallen upon the Trea-
sury, <due to the fact that all Government
departmnents are obtaining current that pre-
vigugly was costing a considerable amount.
The tramways, for instance, previously cost
us considerably over 1d. per unit for the
generation of corrent but this is now costing
85 of a penny, That is not taken into ae-
connt in the Trensury- figures. All Govern-
ment departments which were paying up to
214d. per :mit are now getting their current
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at 114d.  There i3 an amount of between
£9,000 and £10,000 saved to the Treasury by
means of the cheaper current which is now
being brought te the departments,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have a good
man in charge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no «question that we are more fortunate in
that respect than many other institutions in
the State. We have a man who is capable
of taking on great responsibility, and I think
he will rise to the occasion as he has done in
other directions. As a matter of fact the
power station is actually showing a profit of
gomething like £6,000 per annum, There is
an antiguation fund provided in connection
with the power station which is tantamount
to a sinking fund, so that in the long run
the power station will be cleared of debt
and will represent a valuable asset,

Mr. Harrison: A live assct.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
There have been 80 many misunderstandings
with regard to the power station . that I
should like to extend an invitation to mem-
bers to spend an hour some day or evening at
the power station, so that they may see what
a fine aszet we have there. It is one of the
show places in the State. When hon, members
are told that last year the output was over
1314 million units and it is estimated that
the output this year will be 20 million units,
and that the operations arc being carried
on in a very simple manner with only five
men on a shift, they will realise what a fine
institution this is. Before the estahlishment
of this power house we had 21 power houses
in the metropolitan area providing not more
than 50 per cent. of the current that is now
being provided at East Perth. Every-
thing is complete and up to date, The
best evidence of that is that only one power
house in Great Britain last year produced
current at less eost than we did. That was
due to the faet that their ecapacity was
greater than ours, being 22 million units
against our 13% millions, When we get up
to a remsonable load factor our cost will be
below the .5 per unmit,

Mr, Harrison: If it can be produced at
so low a rate, why are the eity council
charges so high¥

The MINISTER FOR MINKES: The
question of what is paid to the city council
for current and what they charge to the pub-
lic is an important matter, and all T can say
is that one of the frst operations of the
ecommission to be appointed under the Price-
fixing Bill should be to inquire into the ac-
tion of the city council in imposing the charge
they do for current. My opinion iz that
they are the pgreatest profiteers in Perth.
That, however i3 by the way. AN I want to
say is that from the point of view of the
provision of cheap current, thers i3 no place
in the southern hemisphere that c¢an eom-
pare with the power bhouse at Tast Perth.
I am glad to be able to state that new in-
dustries are likely to apring up as & result
of the establishment of this power house.
Already steel works are ahout to be built at
West Guildford, and other works are in con-
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templation, the supply of cheap current hav-
ing made this possible. That brings me to
‘the question of the refining of base metals.
The problem may be solved by the provision
of cheap «urrent. Tt is seen, therefore, that
oue of tie best assets we have in the State
from the point of view of the establishment
of inQustries is the power house at East
Ferth.

TMr, Willeock: What is its capacity?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Approach-
ing 24 million units. I do not want to mis-
Iead hon, members, We camnot run  this
power house constantly up to that maximum
load. We must have a stand-by unit. In
1921 with the present plant and the present
outlook for’ consumption, it would be impos-
sible to run the place without an additional
unit. We have, therefore, made provision in
the Loan Bill for £100,000 to secure the
new unit. The plant only is requirel. The
foundations are already in, both for the
boilers and the plant. Tn this regard, after
having made inquiries, Mr. Taylor, the man-
ager, is satisficd that we can produce s bet-
ter type of hoiler and that we can use waste
coal from Collie. That, however, will not
he donc until the winter of 192i, when we
hope to have provided the additional unit
a3 a stand-by, T repeat that the power housc
ut East Perth is not only the show place of
Perth but it is a magunificent asset for the
State, and T snggest that hon. members
take an carly opportunity of seeing it for
themselves. When we cstablished the station
we had in view the possibilily of the cleetri-
fication of the railway system. To-day that
is being done all over the world, It is re-
eognised that for the suburban traffie, elec-
trie railways are the most suitable, both from
the point of view of economy and cleanli-
nes, andl T am hoping later that we may
be able to induee the Treasurer to consider
the  degirability of eclectrifying the sys-
tem, if possible, from Fremantle to Northam.

Mr. TOLTY : There are one or fwo
matters that T would like an ecxplana-
tion about from the Minister who eon-
trols the electrie power station. T have en-

deavonred at various times to get informa-
tion from other quarters but have not sue-
ceeded, The Minister savs that steel works
ave being established at Guildford hecanse
of the cheap enrrent which is available. We
all desire to see industries established in onr
midst, bat we werc led to believe when the
power house was mooted that we were going
to revolutionise the price of current and that
we woukl nlmost compel many of the com-
mrodities which we use to be made in the
State. T am glad to hear the Minister say
that industrics are  being estaklished at
West Guildford, and at other places, but I
«annot understand why it is that those who
desire to start new industries within the
metropolitan houndarvies are prevented from
doing so. They make application to the eity
council for eurrent and they find that the
priee asked is so prohibitive that it praeti-
cally precludes them from beginning opera-
tions, I have an ingtance in mind. Tt was
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degired recently to establish an industry at
Belmont, but the price the people con-
cerned werc to be charged for corrent was
suell that they resolved on going in for pro-
dueer gas instead. I would very much like
to know what the arrangement is between
the Government and the city council which
compels the latter to make the charge for
enrrent prohihitive, wherens outside the ecity
Loundaries it iz possibie to get it at such
a rate that indnstries have ne diffienlty in
Lecoming established. With regard to the
nuestion of profitecring, to which reference
was made by the Miniater

The CHATRMAN: There can be no diseus-
gion on that question.

Mr. FOLEY: T was going to reply to what
the Minister said.

The CHAIRMAN:
continue,

Mr. FPOLEY : Perbaps, Mr. Chairmaun, you
are anticipating what I was going to say.
What [ desired to remark was that the price
charged by the Governmment has had a pro-
hibitive effect, and 1 would like the Min-
ister to explain why that charge obtains
within the city boundaries, With regard to
the cleetrifiention of the railways, I had
never seen the eleetrie railway gystem until
recently when | wag in Melbourne. There is
o doubt that while the trains do not run as
quickiy on the suburbun lines, the system is
an  improvement in many ways. For iu-
stance, it is possible to work the train from
aither end, which is an advantage.

The Minister for Mines: And they can ruu
the whole 24 honra,

Mr. FOLEY: Tf, however, the Government
propose to consider the question of clectrify-
ing the snburban railways T hope they will
make inquiries abont the most modern sys-
tem, boeause in Vietoria they have found
many defcets in the system whieh is in vogue
there.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: I am pleased to hear
the Minister intends to inerease the plant at
the Bast Perth power house. Tt is nceessary
that that should be done. There is only one
spare eugine now and if anything. went
wrong with that in all probability serious
difficulty wonld arise. The mumiecipality of
Frewantle 18 in the same position as Perth
with regard to current, but the difference in
the price of current is due to the fact that
the city of Perth had to close dewn their
own works and they have had ta bear the
loss of that, Morcover, they have to sapply
meters fo every house.

Mr. Toley: They charge rent for them.

The CILATRMAN: Ion. members are get-
ting a hit off the track.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am endoavour-
ing to show that there has not been the pro-
fiteering that the Minister spoke about.

The CHATRMAN: We must keep to the
four corners of the vote,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We pay .85 for
current, We spent £40,000 on a station and
we had lo saerifice the plant there. We dis-
tribute current all over the place, and it is

I cannot allow it to
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wmpossible for us to supply a small quantity
A current ot anything less than 134d. We
supply the Naval Base at that price, and it
cost us £1,200 to do it. There are applica-
tions in now for eurrent which we are asked
to supply at the same rate that the Govern-
ment are supplying current for at West
Guildford, but it is an impossibility.

Mr. Toley: I would like to ask the Min-
ister whether there has beer any amendment
of the agreement entered inte hetween the
eity couucil and the Government,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Perth city
¢ouneil ean charge as low as they like. The
Governnient are cntering unfairly into com-
petition, and by their methods they are in-
ducing people to establish industries outside
the metropolitan  aren hecause there they
can  get eurrent at  a  cheaper rate.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: The
pringipal users of current from the
power house are the Perth ¢ity council
4,500,000 units, Perth tramways 3,827,000
units, Fremontle tramways 2,849,000 units,
Peerless flour mills, 1,046,000 units, Mid-
land shops 631,000, Midland Junctiou muni-
cipality 143,000 units. The hon. member
spoke of unfair compotition. We are con-
eerned about making the power house a
paying praoposition. It belongs to the peo-
ple and they are entitled to sec that it is
operated on business lines. Tt pays us
magnifieently to supply the Pecrless mills
with 1,046,000 units at .9d. beeaunse it gives
an cven load from Saturday night till Sun-
day night. When the loads are running up
and down the works do not pay. Seo long
as the price is fixed by the Perth city coun-
cil above what they pay fo the Government,
they must show a profit. Tt does not matter
whether they use 1,000,000 or 10,000,000
units.

Mr, Foley: There is an incentive not to
use it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so,
baecanse it means more work and super-
vision to use a greater quantity,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is an incon-
tive to use it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not at
all. The ratepayers will not permit the

city conneil to make huge profits on the
turnover. The power house was constructed
in the interests of the ecity council and the
Government. Tt pays us magnificently to
have a power house for our joint needs and
we arc producing the power cheaper than it
can he produced in any power house in
Great Britain except one. It is costing us
ahout ¥d, per unit to generate the current.
While the Peerless mills get current at .f0d.
per unit, it pays magnificently to supply at
that figure, The West Perth mill eould not
get current from the city eouncil at a suffi-
eiently rcasonable fignre and had to put in
n huge gas plant. Yet we are producing
current cheaper practieally than anywhere
else in the world,

Hon., W. C. Angwin: The Perth counecil
r~1ld not supply it at o loss.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER I"OR MINES: Certainly
not. When the arrangement was made we
were told that the cost of retieulation from
the sub-stations would not exceed 14d. per
unit within the S-mile radius and that the
cost of transformers, ote., would cost an-
other 34d, and we left a fair wargin be-
tween the .75d. cost and 1%d. which the
Government are paying., All the ecapital
cost of the power house falls on the Gov-
ernment, but the eity conneil made nearly
£30,000 profit last year. After charging all
the expenses of manufacture, distribution,
and administration, inc¢luding loan interest,
there remained a profit of £31,260 in the
eleetricity and gas department of the eity
council. After all there might be method
in their madness.” Their method i3 to avoid
having to borrow money for capital ex-
penditure, hut it is retarding our output.

Hon, P. Collier: They are not expending
their profit on capital expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is nof
fair. i

Hon, W, C, Angwin: We arc not deing
that at Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, the
Fremantle authorities have been absolutely
fair. Wherever it was possible to meet us
and assist ns to extend the use of the eur-
rent, they have done it, but not so the ¢ity
conncil. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin} is correet in Dbis
statement that many industries have been
foreed ontside the 5H-mile area because two
parties have been getting a cut out of the
cherry, I do not intend to fight the issuc.
It is a matter for the city council and the
ratepayers to settle amongst themselves.
If due consideration were given to the un-
dertaking, congumers should not be asked to
carry unfairly the eapital cost of an ohso-
lete station, which should be charged
against a loan aecount., This would assist
industries and assist us to turn out eurrent
at a cheaper rate than at present. On
every one of the 416 million units supplied
to the city council last year, we showed n
logs. We made a profit as the member for
North-Bast Fremantle has pointed out, but

Jdf we_ eould increase the output, we could

geuerate the eurrent far morc cheaply.
Vote put and passed.
Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £119,250,

Mr. WILLCOCK: There is no item for
the Geraldton harbour, unless some pro-
vision is made under the general heading of
improvements to harbonrs and rivers.

The MINTISTER FOR WORIKS: There is
no provision this yenr for the Geraldton
harbour works. The plant is required at
Bunbury and it would be useless to shift it
from that port vntil we have finished the
acheme. The Geraldton harbour secheme will
take seven vears to complete.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Minister's state-
ment iz not satisfactory to the people of
Geraldton. We were told that, immediately
certain work had been done at Bunbury, the
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plant would be transferred to Geraldton. If
the work at one harbour is to be completed
before any other port receives considera-
tion, the peolicy is a bad one and unjust to
the other places.

The Minister for Mines: There is nothing
provided for Albany.

Mr. WILLCOCEK: Albany has a good
natural harbour and does not require much

expenditure. There seems to be a set
againet Geraldton. The place has been
libelled. Tt was stated that wheat shipy

could not enter the Geraldton harbour al.
though, when shipping was plentiful, ships
used to take away 50,000 or 60,000 bags of
wheat and they could do so still. Do the
Government intend to expend all the meoney
available for harbour jmprovements at
Bunbury and Fremantle, and neglect Ger-
aldton? For Bunbury £47,000 iz provided
and a similar amount for Fremantle and
nothing at all for Geraldton.

The Minister for Mines: The Minister is
regerving it until the election comes along.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T prefer that it should
be done now. The few wvotes of the work-
men would not influence me. The Govern-
ment do not seen to have any policy. A
railway is required in the distriet and we
have to pay for it. Freczing works are
wanted and we’are subseribing the eapital
for them. .

Hon, P. Collier:
mueh independence.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Do the Government in-
tend that we shall provide harbour aceom-
modation also? This principle of self-help
ecan be carried too far. It is time the Gov-
ernment announced a definite policy regard-
ing Tharbour improvements at Geraldton,
The membor for Greenough this afternoon
gaid that 30,000 or 40,000 toms of lead
would be exported from Geraldton during
the next year or two. But if the facilities
at Geraldton are not improved, that lead
must either go by rail to Fremantle or else
be shipped at Geraldton in unsuituble ves-
sels. It has to be remembered, too, that one
eanngt pick and choose as regards shipping
now in the same way as before the war.

The Premier: But it i3 no use spending o
tew pounds at Geraldton. The work will
require 2 considerable sum,

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is time somethiog
was deeided.

The Premier: I promise you that
port will not be negleeted.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T do not doubt the
Premicr’s intentions, but when will they be
earried into effect§ TFour or five years ago
a promise was given that as soon as certain
work at Bunbury had been completed the
plant would be removed to Geraldton.
YWhen will the plant reach Geraldton?

The Minister for Works: There is ecertain
work still to be done at this end.

Mr. WILLCOCK: All the money spent on
harbour improvements by the Government
during the past five or six years has been
spent on two ports only. Let the Govern-

You are showing too

your
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ment make some definite avnouncement as
to what is going to be done for Geraldton,
and let them stick to it. Y am not growling
about the £47,000 te be spent at Fremantle
and the £47,000 to be apent at Runbury,
thiough it is a curious coincidente tnat cach
port  should veceive exactly the same
amount. But let ws know when something
is going to be domne for the cutports. Ger-
aldton may be in n position to export coal
in the next two or three years, and ship-
ping facilities should be provided.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: As regards Ger
aldton harbour, a definite promise was mads
by the Government in 1815 and certain worl
wag commenced and the intention was that
it should be ¢ontinued.

The Minister for, Mines: But the condi-
tions were not agreed to; a protest came
fram Geraldton.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The protest came
from only one man, and be had a friend who
had some land in another part 3f the town
and wanted to sell it. The schedunle was
agreed to by the Geraldton people generally
and by the local chamber of commerce, and
it was approved by the Engineer-in-Chief,
That officer said that the work could proceed
slowly at Gernldton until the Bunbury har-
bour works were completed. Geraldton now
las only one berth which can be used by an
oversed ship. Something should he done for
Geraldton this year, seeing that the Bun
bury breakwater is now completed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I mush
admit that the member for Geraldton has
some cause for complaint. However, the
matter of harhour improvements at Gerald-
ton has not been lost sight of. When these
Loan TEstimates were prepared, we found
that we simply had not the money for Ger-
aldton. Bunbury is about the sixth port
in Australia, and we have to arrange for a
greater depth of water there, as otherwise
the. port would not be able to obtain shipping
at all under present conditions. The Bua-
bury whar{ is now being -extended some
700 feet and is being widened by 90 feet;

. and it may be necessary to extend the mole

a further 100 feet or 150 feet. So far, the
mole has proved a complete success., With
the exfension in view, was not in
clined to favour any proposal necessi
tating the shifting of the plant re
quired to extend the mole, Provision
for the Geraldton harbour” will be on
next year’s Estimates, and I shall be very
pleased to make a start with the work. The
Geraldton people have beer very patient in
regard not only to the harbour, but to the
water sapply aiso, The Government will en-
deavour on next year’s Estimates” to make
an arrangement to put forward something
practicable. Nothing can be done this year.
There has been no avoidable delay in regard
to the water supply. A good many thow
sands of pounds have been wasted on the
old scheme, and we are not going to spend
money on another scheme until convineed
that it will be satisfactory. The whole of
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the hon. member’s speech was in favour of
spending money in the distriet, if only to
afford employment.

Mr. Willcock: I deny that.

Mr. ANGELO: I endorse the protest of
the member for Geraldton. There seems to
bo a total absence of money for harbours
north of Fremantle. When the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) held 2 GCabinet
portfolio he visited Carmarvon and, on being
shown the extent of the silting up in the
harbour, promised to have something done.
Every time the State hoats call there with
a full eargo, they get stuek in consequence
of the silting, Cabinet has dispensed with
the North-West representative, and as a re-
sult we are neglected.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is £4,000 on
the Estimates for Carnarven improvements.

Mr. ANGELO: That is only for replacing
piles. What is required is the dredging of
the harbour. T have not previously pressed
the point, because 1 understood the Govern-
ment were short of money; but when we see
many thousands of pounds provided for
Bunbury and for Fremantle, it is time &
cluiim was made on behalf of Carnarvon.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Water supply and sewerage,
£78,300:

Mr. WILLCOCK: Will the Miniaster give
us an indication of what is being dome in
regard to Geraldton water supply? Has he
any later reports¥ I understand the en-
gineer hag some new idea. The Minister did
not tell us of that. The department are
going on with the experimental work, which
has been in hand for two or three months,
yet we have had no report as te the pros-
peets.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Georaldton people have suffered from no
water supply, from a bad water supply and
from an expected water supply. They have
suffered in patience. Great consideration is
due to Geraldton. The Buller River scheme
failed. The engineer, Mr. (’'Brien, is not
going to give a decision on the water supply
until he is satisfied. His men bhave been
searching for a site for a weir for some time
past. Boring ia now going on with a view
to finding a sound foundation. There are
no reports of any sort, nor can there be for
a little time. Only the other day I gave the
engineer £800° with which to carry on a little
more boring. To show that we have some
faith in the scheme, a sum of £15,000 is in-
cluded on the Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of goldfields and min-
eral resources, £20,000—agreed to.

Vote — Development of agriculture,
£2,459,840:
Ttem, Abattoirs, cold storage, freezing,

chilling, and eanning works, Wyndham; re-
frigerating works, export depot, grain sheds
and sale yards, £81,000,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: What are these
grain sheds; are they for the storage of
grain$

The Premier: There is only a small
amougt included jn this for grain sheds. I
do not know exactly where they are.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
wheat sheds are not ine¢luded in this. They
have been completed,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Roads and bridges, public build-
mgs, £45,760 ; Other  undertakings,
£171,200; Lapd Improvement Loan Fund,
£60,726—agreed to.

This completed the Loan Estimates for
the year,

[(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions and the report

adopted.

reported

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
i Council’s Message.
Mesgage received from the Council noti-

fying that it had agreed to the, amend-
ments made by the Assembly.

BILLS (3) RETURNED.

1, Treasury Bonds Deficiency,
2, Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply
Loun Aet Amendment. -

u 3, Sale of Liquor Regulation Aet Continva-
100,

Returned without amendment,

" BILL—TRAFFLC,
Council’s Message,

Mesuage received from the Council noti-
fying that it insisted upon its amendment
No. 8 and disagreed to the Assembly’s
modification of amendment No. 10.

BILL—PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and read a
firat time. .

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J, Mitchell—
Northam) [10.18] in moving the second
reading said: This is the usual Bill that
we have presented to us cach session. The
first closure refers to a block of land oppo-
site the Narrogin railway station. It is
really not part of the street. It is a picce
of land which was not surveyed but was
ineluded in the street. Hon. members will
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recollect that it is really s block adjacent
to the hotel. It is a vacant block. For a
long time it was used as a camping ground,
but now it has been planted with trees and
beautified, and the Narrogin council desire
to turn it into a recreation ground. I have
the plan here which will show hon. mem-
bers that it really is a bloek of land whieh
is not portion. of the street,

Hon. P. Collier: What is proposed to do
with it? :

The PREMIER: It is proposed -to make
it into a park. It iz necessary that this
should be done, and it is quite unnecessary
as a road. It never was a road, but was
only used as a cattle camp. The second
closure of roads is alsp in connection with
a street at Narrogin. There are several
blocks of land used for various purposes,
for a racecourse, for a show ground, and
for a polo ground, The local authorities
are anxious to be permitted to use the one
block of land for all purposes. To do this
it is neccssary to enclose part of a street
which really runs to a2 dead end and is not
used by aunyone. The council have uno
objection, I have visited the spot and sce
no objection myself, It would be a distinct
advantage to have this road closed. In
these small towns it is an advantage to
have one ground which will be available
for all purposes, and that is as a rule as
much as the local people can afford to look
after. The land that is to be utilised in
connection with thia reserve was bought at
a cost of £20 an acre. It will thus be seen
what importance the people of Narrogin
set upon the closure of this street and the
amalgamation of these grounds inte onme.
Another road closure is alse at Narrogin.
By some mischance the butter factory was
erected on part of the street adjacent to
the railway line. -I have visited the spot,
and can see mo objeetion to the closing of
this portion of the street.

Hon. P. Collier: Are all these three ques-
tions included in this Bill §

The PREMIER: ‘Therz are four alto
gether, The partlcula.r portion of the
street, which it is desired to enclose, iz a
gmall portion adJommg the railway line.
The deviation is arranged for over a com-
mon and there will be no compensation to
pay for the land. It can make mo differ-
ence to anyone, and the road is not in use
now. This alteration can be agreed to by
the House without any danger, and it will
not interfere with anybody. It is neces-
sary that the butter factory should be con-
tinued, but unfortunately a portion of
the bmldmg was erected on the road.
The reserve is a piece of valuable
Innd, and is a great convenience to the peo-
ple who como to the town and forms a rest-
ing place for them. The next reserve is con-
nected with the Presbyterian Church at Pep-
permint Grove. The Presbyterian Church
there have a block of land which extends
along both sides of the right-of-way. It was
put in when the subdivision was made by the
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people who subdivided the land. The Pres-
byterian College is erected on this block. The
right-of-way proposed to be closed is ome
which cuts into two portions the land owned
by the Presbyterian Church, on one of which
the ¢ollege atands. This small bit of right-
of-way ¢an only be used by the peorle who
own this land,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Whe owns the other
gide?

The PREMIER: The land is owned on
both sides by the Presbyterian Church. The
property extends from View-street to Forrest
street, and the right-of-way extends from
View-street to the Perth-Fremantle road. The
Presbyterian Church owns the whole of the
frontage of this subdivision, aud the people
who own land extending down to the Perth-
Fremantle road will not be inconvenienced
by the closing of this end of the right-of-
way. It is desirable for college purposes
that this should be done. I move—

That the Bill be now vead a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

1n Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislativa Couneil,

BlLL—PRICES REGULATION,
Couneil’s requested amendments.

Schedule of amendments requested by the
Council now considered.

In Committee,

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the
General in charge of the Bill.

No, 1, Clause 3.—Add a subclause, as fol-
lows: —** (8.} In crse of illness or other in-
capacity, or absence of a Commissioner, the
Governor may appoint some person to he de-
puty Commissioner during such illness, in-
capacity, or ahsence. Every person so ap-
pointed shall, until his appoiatment ia ter-
minated by notice in the ‘*Gazette,’’ have all
the powers and perform all the functions and
duties of a Commissioner, and be deemed for -
the purposes of this Ae¢t to be a Commis-
sioner.’’

Attorney

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T move—
That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed, the Council's

amendment made.

No. 2. Clause 7.—Add a subclause as fol-
lowa:— (4.} Each assessor shall receive
such fees and allowances for his services as
may be preseribed.’’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL. This deals
with the appointment of assessurs and re-
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It is & machinery claunse and
I move—

muneration.
there ean be no objection to it.

That the amendment be made,

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s

amendment made.

No. 3. Clause 11, Subctause (2).—After
the word ‘Act,’” in ling 9 of the subelause,
insert the following:—*‘Provided that this
part of the Aet shall not operate where See-
tion 16 of this Act has heen cumplied with.’!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment is more mmportant. While one
can guess what another place intended by
carrying this amendment it is desirable to
make it clear, I, therefore, move—

That the amendment be made, with the
following modifieation:—**Strike ont all
the words in the amendment after the
words ‘*provided that this’’ and insert the
following in lieu thereof:—*‘subsection
shall not operate where section sixteen of
this Act has been complied with, and the
person on whose behalf or on whose place
of business any foodstuffs or necessary
commodities have been sold or offered for
sale eontrary to the provisions of this Act
hag, prior to such sale or offer for sale,
given specific instrnetions in writing to the
person who has sold or offcred for sale any
such foodstuffzs or necessary commodities
contrary to the provisions of this Act not
to scll or offer for sale the same or any
part thereof at a greater priee than the
maximum price fixed by this Aet.”’

The amendment will make the intention of
the Legislative Council eclear. It will be
noted that another place wses these words,
“This part of the Aet.’’ The Act is not
divided into parts., Another place means
“‘Bubgection’’ and T Thave adopted that
word, Clause 16 was to the effect that—

Every wholesale and retail dealer in
foodstuffs or neeessary commodities shall
conspicuously  exhibit, and at all times
keep exhihited on his buginess premises, a
list of the foodstuffs and necessary com-
modities in which he deals, and the maxi-
mum prices and the conditions of sale, as
determined from time to time under this
Act. .

It ig hardly sufficient if we are seeking to
cxempt the employer from the operation of
Subelanse 2 of Clause 11. The clanse has
two objects, First of all Subclause 1 which
was left alone, makes it an offence for any
person to sell foodstuffs or nececssary com-
moditics at o greater price than the maxi-
mum price. That is really the gist of Sub-
clause 1, and the gist of Suhelause 2 is that
it shall not be a defence for any employer
to say that he gave instructions to his em-
ployee not to sell sbove the maximum price.
To carry that out literally might impose a
serious injustice on the vendor of goods who
is quite innocent. It might place him in the
hands of an employee who perhapa was not
very loyal as regards the selling of goods
above the maximum price and the employer

[ASSEMBLY,]

wotld have no defence. He conld not turm
round and say, ‘I told you not to do it.’’
In common fairmess some amendment is nee-
essary. While it is casy of course for a
man to say, ‘“My cmployee sold eontrary to
my ingtructions,’? it is merely a matter of
whose word should be taken. That should
not be left open. Where an employer haa,
before the sale of goods, given notice in
writing, to an employee not to sell above
the priee fixed by the Act, in that case it is
only fair and reasonable proteetion to give to
the vendor. The amendment T think is an
ample safegnard and will tend to prevent
any possible injuatice which an innocent cm-
ployer might be unfortunate enough to suller
throngh the negligenee or the disloyalty of
an omployee.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know whether
this is quite what the other place intended,
but I imagine they had in mind the possi-
bility of a disloyzl employee deliberately
charging a pricc above the maximum fixed
under the Aet, so that perhaps the em-
ployer might become linble and be prose-
cuted. In order to safeguard the employer
agianst such a possihility it seems to me that
what the members of another place desired
will e met by this amendment.

The Attorney General: That is so.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tf that is the ease I
agree with the amendment. It js an im-
prevemént npon the one which they sent to
us.

Question put and passed, the Council’s
amendment made with a modification,

No. 4, Clange 11, Subelanse (2).—Add at
the end of the subelauge the following:—
‘“Provided that an employee by whom the
foodstuffs or necessary commodities are spld
or offered for sale as aforesaid shall also be
guilty of an offence against this Aect.’’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is not
at all necesary, but it will not alter the prin-
eiple. I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment made,

No. 5. Clause 11, Subelause (3).—After
the word ‘‘defendant,’’ in line 7, insert
‘“unless the contrary be proved.’’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is a
reasonable amendment, I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

No. 8. Clause 15.—Insert the following
provise at the end of the elanse:— ‘Pro-
vided always that where any condition,
stipulation, or agreement as aforesaid, is ap-
proved in writing by the Commissioners,
then the same shall be lawful, and shall not
be deemed te be in restraint of trade nor be
an offence under this Aet.””’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This will
make the clause a little fairer. Certain mer-
chants _have catch lines, Perhaps proprie-
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tary medicines might be seld at ridieulously
low prices. This would drive the article off
the market,

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
thing that could happen.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am only
ning pronrietary medicines as an  illustra.
tion, The provision would permit of any
agreenment approved by the commissioners
being lawful. It is only a reasonable amend-
ment. L move—

That the amendment be made.

the Couneil’s

That is the best

Question put and passed;
amiendnment made,

No. 7. Clanse 19—Insert at the end:
““Penalty one hundred pounds or twelve
months imprisonment’’;

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is a
penalty For breach of declaration of seerecy.
I move—

That the amendment be made.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is a tremendously
heavy penalty.

The Attorney General:
mu,

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, but the court is
often influenced by the penalty provided in
an Act of Parliament. One judge said that
the Legislature evidently regarded a certain
offence very seriously as a heavy penalty
was provided, so he thought a substantial
penalty must be inflieted. The only blot on
the Bill is that the whole of the sittings of
the commission will not be open to the pub-
lic. Rather than have seercey, the work of
the commissioner should be done in rpub-
lic. It is quite clear from the -reports of
similar bedies in Vietoriza an? New South
Wales that their werk is dome in publie. A
week ago we had a fairly lengthy report
regarding an application by the Vacuum Oil
Company to increase their prices, and the
deeision of the court was announced so that
the people had the information enabling
thkem to judge the profits made by the com-
pany and the justification for their applica-
tion. TUnder this measure, the public will
know nothing about the proeeedings until a
report is presented to Parliament. Yet, in
order to make more saered the secrecy of
the commission, another plaee requests a
very drastic penalty. This i3 a better Bill
than I expeeted another place to give us,
Members of another place are qucer speei-
mens of liberalism and extreme conservat.
ism. I do not know what actuated them,
but the Bill is a very fair measure. A sec-
tion of the Council made strenuouns efforts to
amend the Bill and T noticed that, on almost
every diviaion, there was a majority of onec.
Althongh the Minister for Education was
respousible for the defeat of the RBill some
years ago, I believed he argued thiz Bill
very well and, notwithstanding the reinforee-
ment of ncw blood, the Bill was satisfac-
torily passed by a majority of ome. I do
not think it worth while to disagree with
this amendment, but the penalty is too high.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment, made.

It ig the maxi-
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No. 8 TInsert a new ¢lanse to stand as
Clause 19, as follows:—8eecrctary and other
officers: *‘‘The Governor may appoint a see-
retary to the commissioncrs and sueh other
otlicers fo assist in the execution of thizg Act
ax may he deemed nceessary’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
aniendnient made.

I move—

[The Speaker resnmied the Chair,]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a3 Message accordingly returned to the
Ceuneil.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS.
Council’s Amendments.

Behedule of 16 amendments made by the
Couneil new considered.

In Comumittee.

Mr. Btubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in ~harge of the Bill. ‘

No. 1. Clauge 24—S8trike out the word
““five’? in the proviso and insert ¢“four’’:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment is consequentinl on one of the
divisions having been knocked out, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendimment agreed to.

No. 2. (Clanse 34 —Strike oni the words
““or ward,’’ in line five, and inscrt the fol-
lowing: *‘Provided also that where a dis-
trict i3 divided inte wards, and any person
has qualifying land in each of several wards,
he may seleet the ward or wards in which
he desires to be registered as an eleetor, but
he shall not have a number of votes for any
ward exceeding the number proportionate to
the value of his qualifying land in such
ward, and the aggregate number of votes for
any sueh person shall not exceed four’?:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
provision could not be inserted here and I
arranged for it to be inserted in another
place. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; tbe Council’s
amendnrient agreed to,

No. 3—Claunse 34, add to the proviso at
the end of the clause the following: ‘‘sub-
ject to the next fellowing section.’’

No. 4—Clange 90, Bubelaunse (1), strike
cut ‘‘for four weeks after such delivery.’’

On motions by the Minister for Works,
these amendments were. agreed to,

No. 5.—Clauge 90, Subelause (2), strike
out the words ‘‘four weeks’’ and insert
‘“such time as the election can no longer be
questioned’’: .

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Thres
weeks i the limit within which elections can
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be questioned. The Minister has to reeeive
the ballot papers and preserve them until
snch time as there ean no longer be any
question raised as. to the eleetion, I move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed
to.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 6.—Clause 148, strike out ‘‘ninety
days’’ and insert "fsix months.?’

No, 7—Clause 130, subclause (1), pare-
graph (b), insert the word ‘‘or’’ between
the words ‘‘road’’ and *‘over.”’

No. 8.—Clause 154, Subelause (3), after
the word “‘way,”’ in line five of the sub-
clause, insert ‘'‘of twelve feet in width or
_under.?

No. 3.—Clanse 154, Subelavse (9), add at
the end of this subelaunse the following:-—
*¢ Notice of appeal and of the time and place
appointed by the Minister for the hearing
shall be given by the appellant to the Board,
and the Board shall be entitled to be repre-
gented on the hearing of the appeal.’’

No. 10.—Clause 154, insert a new sub-
clause, to stand as Subelanse (10), as fel-
lows:—** (10.) The owner of any land sub-
divided into allotments shall, if w0 required,
by the board, assign a name to the sub-
divided area, but such name shall be subject
to the approval of the hoard. If the name
assigned te an area subdivided into allot-
ments, after the commencement of this Aet,
is in the opinion of the board misleading,
or otherwise objectionable, the board may
require the owner to change such name to a
name to be approved by the board, and the
name shall be changed by the owner accord-
ingly, and the use of the name gbjeeted to
shall be discontinued: TProvided that the
Minister may, on appeal rcverse or confirm
any action of the board under this subsee-
tion.”’

No. 11L.—Clause 159, Subelause (15), add
the following at the end: “‘Provided that
the board shall obscrve any order or diree-
tion the Minister may think fit to make or
give for the prevention of any uwndue or un-
uvoidable restriction of traffic.’’

No. 12—Clause 194, after the word ‘‘min-
ing,’’ in line one, insert ‘‘or other,’’ and
insert the same words after ‘‘mining’’ in
the last line but one.

NWo. 18.—Clause 218, Subelause (1), strike
out the words ‘‘or appertaining thereto.’’

No. 14 —Clanse 234, strike out the first
ling and the sccond line down to and inclu-
sive of the word ‘'shilling,’’ and insert the
following:—*‘a mintmum sum of two shil-
lings and sixpenec in respeet of the general
rate, and a minimum of one shilling in re-
apeet of the loan rate may bhe levied on any
ratable land.”’

No. 15—Clause 269, after the word
f‘boaxd,’’ in line 11 of page 111, insert
““and the loeal authority under the Health
Act, 1911.°* ‘

the Council’s
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On motions by the Minister for Waorks,
these amendinents were agreed to.

No. 16.—Add a new clause, to stand as
Clause 151, ag follows:—*¢151. The Min-
ister for Lands, on the recommendation of
the board, may close a road temporarily
from traffic and grant permission to the
owner of the land adjeining to feneo neross
such road without ereeting gates at the
board’s pleasure, when in the opinion of
the board the read should not be perman-
ently closed, hut is mnot required for imme-
diate traffic.”’

The' MINISTER FOR WORKS: The new
clanse explains itsclf, and is a very wise
provision, At an earlier stage of the Bill
L gave an instance from my own district of
a road which was snpposed to he closed tem-
porarily, but was later found te be eclosed

permanently. 1 move—
That the Council’s amendment be
ngreed to.

Question put and passed; Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Reanlutions reported, the report adopted,
and n Message accordingly returned to the
Comeil.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT,
Couneil’s Amendments.

Schedule of thrce amendments made by
T.egislative Council in the Bill now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Clause 6, add the following words
““and is further amended by adding after the
word ‘destroy,’ in the second line, the word
fallt

Tho HONORARY MINISTER: After
the existing Act had been in operation for
twelve months, it was definitely proved to be
unworkable for the want of this amend-
ment. T move—

That the Couneil’s amendment be agreed

to. ,

Question put and
amendinent agreed to,

passed; the Council’s

No. 2.—Tnsert a new eclause to stand as
No. 2, as follows:—*‘2, Section two of the
Vermin Aet, 1918, is hereby amended by the
addition of the following words: —'Provided
that the power of imposing rates in the other
portion of the State umder any Aet men-
tioned in the First Schedule to this Act shall
be subjeet to a limitation similar to that
contained in the proviso to Subsection (2) of
Section 59 of this Act.’ 7

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
amendument merely extends to  landholders
outside the South-West Division who creet
rabhit-proor fencing the same privilege as
is now granted to landowners in the South-
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West Division who ereet sueh fencing., T
move—

That the
agreed to.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 3,—Insert a new eclause to stand as
No. 8 as follows:—*‘8. Section 144 of the
prineipal Act is hereby amended by the ex-
cigion of the words ‘the Chief [nspector
shall, if so required in writing by the owner
of any fence,” and the substitution of the
words ‘the owner of any fence may by writ-
ing uwnder his hand require the Chief In-
spector or the board of any distriet in which
the fence is situated to inspeet the fence o
eause it to be inspected, and the Chief In-
spector or board shall’? ?’:

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Gov-
ernment’s legal advisers consider this amend-
ment necessary, and I bow to their opinion.
I move—

That the
agreed to.

Question put and passed; the
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions roported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Couneil.

Council’s amendment be

the Council’s

Council’s amendment be

Couneil’s

BILL—FRUIT CASES.
Beeond Reading.

The TONORARY MINISTER (Hon. F.
E. 8. Willmott—Nelson) [11.12] in moving
the second reading said: I have to point
ont that Western Awustralia is the only
State which has not enacted a measore of
this kind. The Bill will prove beneficial
not only to the vrchardist, but also to the
consumer and the sawmiller. There being
no standard size of fruit case in this State,
millers are put to the tromble of cutting
all sorts of fancy sizes for people who want
a. different case from that generally used.
The regulations under the Commonwealth
Commerce Act require that every cxport
cage shall contain onc bushel, or 401bs. Tn
the past, growers have lost a good deal of
meney through eases being  supplied to
them that were not in accordance with the
Commonwealth regulation., Moreover, as
Fruit Cases Acts operate in the Eastern
States, our growers have suffered loss,
when  sending  froit to  Bastern States
markets, through their froit having to be
re-packed before being offered for sale.
The Bili proposes four sizes of case—one
bushel, three-quarters of a bushel, half a
bushel, and a quarter of a bushel. These
should mcet all requirements. Exemption
is provided in respect of dried, preserved,
tinned, aud canned fruoit; fruit sold by
weight, or number, in a quantity at one
time of not less than 20lbs. in weight;
fruit sold in baskets, wooden buckets, or
punnets; fruit sold in bulk te jam
factories; and grapes sold to wineries and
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distilleries. The Bill alsp makes provision
for the limited use of secondhand cases.
An orchardist situated at some distance
from the railway would not dream of using
secondhand cases, on account of the danger
he would run of introducing disease into
his orehard. On the other hand, growers
in the immediate vicinity of the metro-
pelitan area could use sccondhand cascs,
under proper safegnards; and I think it is
wise to allow them to do so. The measure
has been disenssod at length by the varvious
conferences of fruitgrowers, who have
unanimously decided that such a Bill is ve-
quired in the interests, not only of the
industry, but of the consumers also,

Hon. P. Collier : Ts the Bill drawn in
acecordance with - the recommendations of
the seleet eommittee of another place?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
select committec propesed that the size of
the case should be fixed by the Act, and
not by regulation as provided in the Bill
Tt has since bheen pointed out to the select
committee that this would leave us under
a scrious disadvantage in the event of a
change in size being determined wpon in
the other States—where the size is fixed
by regulation—because Defore we could
adopt it we should have to bring in and
pass an amending Bill. It is of the utmost
importanee that the size should be fixed by
regnlation. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reporveed without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—DROVING ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The HONORARY MINTSTER (Hon. F.
F. 8. Willmott—Nelson) [11.21] in moving
the sceomd reading snid: The Droving Act

was framed to proteet owners of stosk
throngh whose property fravelling stock
might be passing or about to pass. Wers it

not necessary for drovers to notify the own-
crs of property of their projected movements
mneh trouble, ineonvenience and even loss
might e entailed on those property owners.
The giving of notice obviates that. The Act
provides for the giving of notiee only in the
ease of stock being moved distances of 40
miles or over; but now that the country is
heecoming more thickly settled, particularly
in the South-West, it is deemed neccessary
that notice should be given even when stock
is bheing travelled only 20 miles. Provision
iv made in the Bill that the drever shall have
a correct wnybill showing partieulars of the
stock in his charge, so that it ecan be seen
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at o glance that his stoek are the stock which
he is contitled to be droving and that no
other astock are mixed wup with them, A
Turther provision makes it permissible to
use a vegistered wool brand in place of the
travelling ‘*I.’’ A new clause is inserted by
which drovers are required to keep to reeog-
nised stock routes and not wander off across
a pastoral leasg, using pasture to which they
are not entitled and incurring the danger
of gotting the travelling stoeck mixed wp with
other stock. The Bill was referred to a
select committee of another place and to the
Fastoralists’ Assoeiation, and they coneurred
in it.

Hon. P. Collicr: But the sclect committce
was composed cntirely of pastoralists.

The HONORARY MINISTER; The drov-
ers also know all about it, and they have
olfered no ohjection. They are not subjected
to any hardship under the Bill. Tt is in-
tended to protect the owners of property
against dishonest men, I have known cases
ot so-called drovers starting out on a jour-
ney with a few head of stock and finishing
up with quite a respectable mob.

* Hon, P, Collier: The owner for whom such
& man is droving would get the benefit.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, the
owner’s stock i3 sold on ownmer's aceount,
but the balance ig sold on the drover’s ac-
eount. After the ¢loge acrutiny to which the
Bill has been aubjeeted in ancther plaee, hon.
mombers hero nead have no fear of it. T
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon, P, COLLTIER (Boulder) [11.26]: I
hesitate to allow a Bill of this importance to
go through without having been seanned.
Every onc of its 15 clauses is an amendment
of the principal Aect. Tt is not lke a new
Bill; to comprehend it one requires to read
it in conjunetion with fhe existing Act.
Having regard te the composition ef the
seleet committee in another plaee, T am sure
the Bill meets with the approval of the
pastoralists, but how it affects the drovers
I do not know.

The Honorary Minister: It will not hurt
them,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It mpst have some
bearing on their work. I understand they
operate on wages.

Mr. Foley: No, on contract.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill must affect
them to some extent. I do not know whether
‘they have had an opportunity for consider-
ing it. However, there are in another plane
some who have a knowledge of the drover’s
life, nnd if the Bill comes here with their
imprimatur upon it I do not know that it
is worlh while my protesting at this late
hour,

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [11.28]: The Bill

makes it imperative that the property owners
shall he notified, even though the cattle are
Ieing moved only 20 wiles, Seeing that the
measure has heen to a sclect committec of
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another placc, T do not think there is any oe-
easion for us to regard it with suspicion,
Most of the drovers work on contract now.
Of the hon. members of another place who
went into this question two at least
are conversant with droving conditions,
1L should not like to asce auything done
to hamper the drevers. Most, if not
all, of the stock that + comes from the
North-West ecomes to the railway cenira
in my eclectorate. After reading the report
of the select committee I am certain that
the Bill contains nothing that will fall
harshly wpon the drovers. The Bill makes it
clearer as to what their rights are, and what
the rights of those people are through whose
land it passes.

Mr. MOXEY (Bunbury) [11.31]): I
should like te know from the Honorary
Minister if there ig any limit to the number
of stock that may be driven, and as to the
distance that stock may he driven. TUnless
the owner or the manager of the stock actu-
ally drives it, the Bill states that it will be
necessary to send a  delivery note to  the
Chief Tngpector of Stock in Perth,

The Tlounocrary Minister: People can drive
as many as they like.

Mr. MONEY: If a person drives, say, 20
shecp a distance of 20 miles, is a delivery
nota necessary.

The Honorary Minister: Your question is
angwered by the original Act.

Mr. MONEY: I did not sce that the num-
her of sheep ‘was mentioned.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tn Committee, cte.

Mr. Foley in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 3.

Mr. MONEY: Is there any limit to the
nuntber of stock that may be driven? Does
this clunse apply to one hovse, one head of
cattle or onc sheep? Ts it neeessary in the
case of small numbers of stock to go through
all the formalitics 1nid down in the Bill?
If this applics to large mobs of stock only,
the Bill should say so.

The HONORARY MINISTTER: Strictly
speaking, travelling stock means stock taken
or driven or about to he taken or driven ao
certain distance. The provision is only in-
tended to apply to stock which is being taken
to grass at a considerable distance away
from its waval grazing place,

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 3-15—agreed to.

Title—ngreed ta.

Bill reperted without amendment,
the' report adopted.

Read a third time and passcd.

and

Houge adjourned ol 11.40 pom.



